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Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple 
    On the 2nd of February, our Holy Church celebrates the Feast of the 
Presentation of Christ to the Temple. The Church also refers to this Feast 
as the Synaxis (or meeting) of our Lord in the temple. In accordance with 
the Mosaic law, 40 days after the birth of a male child the mother is 
required to present the child in the tabernacle and offer as a sacrifice either 
a lamb or a pair of doves or pigeons for her purification. The presentation 
of a first-born son also signified redemption or buying back, for all first-
born creatures (both humans and animals) were considered to belong to 
God. 
    The Holy Mother and St. Joseph obeyed this precept of the law. They 
brought Jesus to the Temple where he was met and blessed by a very old 
Holy man. On that day in the Temple, both St. Simeon and a woman by 
the name of Anna, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, recognized the infant 
Jesus as the Messiah and Savior of the world. Simeon had been promised 
by God that he would live to witness the coming of the Messiah to the 
world. (Luke 2:22- 40) The Church today calls each one of us to make our 
Soul a Temple of God, where the Holy Virgin can bring her Divine Child. 
And each one of us should, like Simeon, take the Child in our arms and 
say to the Father: "My eyes have seen your salvation, now let your servant 
depart in peace". This Prayer of Simeon is used every day in the Vespers 
services of the Orthodox Church. But this prayer should be more to us 
than a description of someone who has been allowed to see and hold the 
Christ child requesting a peaceful departure. It should also mean for us, in 
particular, that having seen and touched the Savior, we are released from 
the hold that sin has on us, and in peace, we can leave the realm of evil.  

  

 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE   
Saturday 

10:00am Divine Liturgy 
11:00am Memorial Service 

5pm Vespers 
Sunday 

9:00am Matins 
10:00am Divine Liturgy 

Wednesday 
6:00pm Paraklesis 

FEAST DAYS 
 

Feb. 1st – Tryphon the Martyr 
Feb. 2nd – Presentation of Our Lord 
in the Temple 
Feb. 3rd – Synaxis of Righteous 
Symeon and Anna the Prophetess 
Feb. 6th – St. Photios the Great 
Feb. 8th – Great Martyr Theodore the 
Commander 
Feb. 10th – Hieromartyr Haralambos 
Feb. 11th – Martyr Blaise of Sebastia 
Feb. 17th – Great Martyr Theodore 
the Tyro 
Feb. 21st – Sunday of the Publican 
and the Pharisee – Triodion Begins 
Feb. 24th – First and Second Finding 
of the Head of St. John the Baptist 
Feb. 27th – St. Raphael of Brooklyn 
Feb. 28th – Sunday of the Prodigal 
Son 

Look at calendar at end for 
full schedule of services for 

this month 
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Clergy 
Fr. John Downie   fr.john_downie71@yahoo.com  

 

2021 Ladies Society Committee 
 

President: Alexandra Nasto 
Vice President: Louise Boilard 

Secretary: Debbie Thomo 
Treasurer: Mary Andreea 

2021 Parish Council 
 

President: Luke Yanka 
Vice President: Spiro Thomo 

Secretary: Debby Thomo 
Treasury: Paul Yanka 

 

	  
Volunteers	  for	  Cleaning	  the	  

Church	  	  
	  

We	  need	  volunteers	  to	  help	  clean	  
the	  church	  each	  week	  after	  the	  
Divine	  Liturgy	  on	  Sunday.	  Please	  
see	  the	  sign-‐up	  sheet	  in	  the	  hall.	  
Please	  try	  to	  sign	  up	  at	  least	  once	  

every	  one	  or	  two	  months. 

 
Schedule a Time 

for a House 
Blessing 

 
It is important that our 

homes receive the 
blessing of Holy Water. 
You can contact Father 
by telephone, e-mail, or 
in person to arrange a 

time that is best for your 
family. 

 

 

 
School Snack Drive 

 
Please bring individually-

wrapped snacks for our local 
schools. 

 

 
 

Happy	  Birthday!!	  
God	  Grant	  You	  Many	  More	  Years!!	  
February 1st – Richard Silva 
February 6th – Gloria Giavara and 
Melania Collazo 
February 10th – Joshua Collazo 
February 11th – Sandra Nasto 
February 15th – Vasilios Nahn 
February 16th – Jennifer Silva 
February 24th – Jordan Goulas, Paul 
Myers 
February 26th – Mary Dowling 
February 29th – Spiro Thomo 
 

Happy	  Name	  Day	  
Feb. 3rd – Righteous Symeon and 
Anna the Prophetess – Symeon 
Downie, & Anna Tanka 
 
Feb. 8th & 17th – Great Martyrs 
Theodore the Commander and 
Theodore the Tyro– Theodore 
Rapsomanikis, Theodore Yanka 
 
Feb. 10th – Hieromartyr 
Haralambos – Harris Pitsillides 
 

Please	  Pray	  
for:	  

 
Johanna 

Paul 

 



 
 
 

~ Book Corner ~ 

 

 

 
 

Book:   
 
    In Live Not By Lies, Dreher amplifies the alarm sounded by the 
brave men and women who fought totalitarianism. He explains how 
the totalitarianism facing us today is based less on overt violence and 
more on psychological manipulation. He tells the stories of modern-
day dissidents--clergy, laity, martyrs, and confessors from the Soviet 
Union and the captive nations of Europe--who offer practical advice 
for how to identify and resist totalitarianism in our time. Following the 
model offered by a prophetic World War II-era pastor who prepared 
believers in his Eastern European to endure the coming of communism, 
Live Not By Lies teaches American Christians a method for resistance. 

 
 

Book:  The  Refuge:  Anchoring  the  Soul  in  God  
 
    "Prayer is a refuge of God’s great mercy to the human race." The 
refuge is a place of inner stillness and peace where the heart is fully 
opened to the embrace of God’s love. It is a return to the ancient 
paradise from which the human race, in Adam, had to depart because 
of disobedience to the command of God. The Refuge is an exposition 
of the concrete actions we should take if we truly desire to live with 
and in God. It weaves together meditations on scripture (from the 
Psalms in particular) and amplifies these with the wisdom of early 
Christian saints, in particular the ascetical writings of St. John of the 
Ladder, St. Macarius the Great, and St. Isaac the Syrian. It is an active 
exhortation for us to reacquire the original nobility with which God 
fashioned us in the beginning. 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Thesthe causes of the pandem 
 
 
    Our Father among the Saints, 
RAPHAEL (Hawaweeny), Bishop of 
Brooklyn, was the first Orthodox 
Christian bishop consecrated on 
American soil. Traveling throughout the 
continent in the first years of the 20th 
century, he founded thirty parishes in 
North America, including St. George in 
Charleston, West Virginia. His feast day 
is celebrated in the Antiochian 
Archdiocese on the first Saturday of 
November. 
    St. Raphael, a man of 
angelic name and apostolic 
fervor, was influenced by 
many cultures. He was 
born and raised in the 
Middle East, educated by 
Greeks at Halki, and by 
Russians at Kiev, and he 
spent the last nineteen 
years of his life as a 
missionary in North 
America. He said of himself: “I am an 
Arab by birth, a Greek by primary 
education, an American by residence, a 
Russian at heart, and a Slav in soul.” 
    The holy bishop was probably born on 
or about November 8, 1860. Fleeing 
Damascus due to religious persecutions, 
Michael and Mariam Hawaweeny went to 
Beirut where the saint was born and 
baptized with the name Rafla. They 
returned to Damascus in 1861, and sent 
their son to elementary school. Although 
the boy was a good student, his father 
could not afford for him to continue his 
studies. Providentially, Deacon 
Athanasios Atallah (later Metropolitan of 
Homs) arranged for Rafla’s acceptance as  

 
 
 
a student of the Patriarchate of Antioch in 
order to prepare for the holy priesthood. 
    In 1879, Rafla was tonsured a monk by 
Patriarch HIEROTHEOS and became his 
personal attendant. Later, he was sent to 
the Theological School at Halki, where he 
was ordained to the diaconate in 1885. 
Upon graduation, Deacon Raphael 
returned to his homeland and 
accompanied the Patriarch of Antioch on 
his pastoral visitations to various 
parishes. 

    The saint’s thirst 
for knowledge was 
so great that he 
asked the Patriarch 
to permit him to 
continue his 

theological 
education in Russia, 
promising to return 
as the Patriarch’s 

Russian-language 
secretary. Deacon Raphael was accepted 
at the Theological Academy at Kiev, and 
in 1889 he was appointed as head of the 
Antiochian representation church 
(metochion) in Moscow. At the request of 
the Patriarch of Antioch, he was ordained 
to the holy priesthood, then raised to the 
rank of archimandrite. 
    The Antiochian Patriarchate had been 
under the rule of foreign bishops since 
1766. This was an intolerable situation for 
Father Raphael, who wrote many articles 
urging that the administration of the 
Church of Antioch be returned to its 
native clergy and people. His outspoken 
criticisms led Patriarch SPYRIDON to 

St. Raphael, Bishop of Brooklyn (+1915) 
Commemorated February 27th 

 
 



 

suspend Father Raphael from priestly 
functions. 
    Eventually, St. Raphael was persuaded 
to ask the Patriarch’s forgiveness. The 
Patriarch reinstated him, but transferred 
him to the canonical jurisdiction of the 
Church of Russia. While teaching at 
Kazan’s Theological Academy, 
Archimandrite Raphael was invited to 
come to New York to become the pastor 
of that city’s Syro-Arab Orthodox 
community. 
    St. Raphael arrived in New York on 
November 2, 1895. One of the first things 
he did was to establish the church of St. 
Nicholas in New York. The parish later 
moved to Brooklyn. In addition to his 
pastoral duties there, he was given 
responsibility for all the scattered children 
of Antioch in North America. He spent 
the rest of his life traveling across the 
continent seeking out Orthodox Arabs 
and gathering them into a harmonious 
spiritual family in the Church. 
    He comforted his people in sorrow and 
also shared their joys. He baptized their 
children, blessed their marriages, and 
buried their dead. He was a beloved 
spiritual father who organized many 
parishes and provided priests to serve 
them. At the time of St. Raphael’s death, 
the Syro-Arab mission had 30 parishes 
and 25,000 faithful. 
    As many people know, St. Raphael was 
the first Orthodox bishop to be 
consecrated in North America (1904). He 
was also a tireless laborer who strove to 
build up the Church (I Cor. 14:12), and his 
great love and sacrifice for his flock mark 
him as a true pastor. 
    The books and articles he has left 
behind give us an indication of his 
personality. He was a man of prayer who 

was consumed with zeal for the house of 
the Lord (Psalms 68:9). He protected his 
flock from false teachings and from 
straying into other pastures. He bore 
illness and affliction with patience, ever 
glorifying the Name of the Lord. 
    On February 27, 1915, he rested from 
his labors and fell asleep in the Lord. We 
honor him as our father, teacher, and 
heavenly intercessor. By his holy prayers, 
may we be accounted worthy of the 
heavenly Kingdom. Amen. 
 
Source: St. Peter Orthodox Church 
 

A portion of the relics of St. Raphael are 
in our church. Thehre will be a vespers 
and litia on Friday, February 26, and a 
Divine Liturgy on Saturday, February 27. 
  

 
 
 

 



 

 
 
The False Prophet and the Mark of the 
Beast (666) 
    In seeking all of humanity to worship 
him, the Antichrist will have the aid of an 
assistant —the False Prophet, a second 
beast, a sort of global religious leader 
(Rev. 13:11-18 and Rev. 19:19-20). Just 
as the Forerunner (St. John the Baptist) 
gathered followers for the true Christ 
(Jesus), this False Prophet in the time of 
the Apocalypse will gather followers for 
the Antichrist. And just as the Apostles 
sealed the new Christians with the seal of 
the Gift of the Holy Spirit (1 John 2:27), 
marking them for God, so too the False 
Prophet will seek to 
formally mark all of 
humanity with the 
Antichrist’s name 
or number—the 
mysterious 
“666”—either on 
the hand or on the 
forehead (Rev. 13:16-18). This mark—
whatever it proves to be—we Orthodox 
Christians view as a serious denial of 
Christ. We must not accept it. Accepting 
it will be a rejection of one’s Holy 
Chrismation and a rejection of God. 
    Modern-day saint and wonder-worker 
Paisios of Mt. Athos, in speaking of the 
coming “666” mark, said that if a 
Christian accepts the Mark of the Beast, 
he or she will have denied Christ. He 
believed it to be some form of 
computerized personal ID number. He 
noted that in the Old Testament the Jews 
required a yearly tax of 666 gold talents 
from conquered nations. Thus, St. Paisios 
said that “today, in order to subjugate the 
whole world, they’ll once again introduce  

 
 
 
 
the old tax number linked to their glorious 
past. That is, ‘666’ is the number of 
mammon. Everything is going as planned. 
They put the number a long time ago on 
credit cards. As a result, he who is not 
marked with the number ‘666’ will be 
unable to buy, sell, get a loan, or find 
work.” 
    Accepting the devil’s ID mark (“666”) 
on hand or forehead will be a rejection of 
the Gift of the Holy Spirit, which was 
received at Holy Baptism in the 
Anointing of Holy Chrism (the sealing of 

one’s hands and 
forehead by the 
priest)—the true 
mark of the true 
Christ. St. Paul 
wrote: “When you 
believed, you were 
marked in Him with a 

seal, the promised Holy Spirit” 
(Ephesians 1:13). This holy seal of God is 
mentioned again in Rev. 7:3 as the “seal 
on the foreheads of the servants of our 
God.” It is literally placed on the hands 
and forehead of each newly Baptized 
Orthodox Christian to give to them the 
Holy Spirit through the Holy Chrism (the 
sacred anointing oil) following their Holy 
Baptism. With that holy Baptismal seal 
we “denied the devil and sided with 
Christ,” as St. Paisios stated it. 
    The Baptismal Seal of the Holy Spirit 
is the opposite of the Devil’s seal (the 
“666”), which also will be marked on 
right-hands and foreheads (Rev. 13:16). 
This fake “chrismation” of the devil 
removes the Holy Spirit and brings a 

The Antichrist: An Orthodox Perspective 
from the Church Fathers (Part 7) 

Fr. Andrew J. Anderson 

“This mark—whatever it proves to 
be—we Orthodox Christians view as a 
serious denial of Christ. We must not 
accept it. Accepting it will be a 
rejection of one’s Holy Chrismation 
and a rejection of God.” 



 

person into the devil’s kingdom of 
darkness. It will be used to control them 
through fear, because without it they 
cannot buy any food. 
    And he [the False Prophet] causes all, 
both small and great, rich and poor, free 
and slave, to receive a mark in their right 
hand, or in their foreheads, and that no 
one may buy or sell except one who has 
the mark, or the name of the beast, or the 
number of his name…and his number is 
666. (Revelation 13:16-18) 
Warning from Holy Scripture: Do not 
take the 666 Mark—the Devil’s 
“chrismation” 
    Receiving this “666” mark of the 
Antichrist will send a person to eternal 
hellfire. For any Christian who accepts it, 
it is a denial of Christ—a betrayal—
which cancels out their previous holy 
Chrismation seal/mark of the Holy Spirit 
and sends them to hellfire, since they put 
their trust in the Antichrist (and his 
system) instead of keeping their trust in 
the true Christ Jesus. 
    If any man worship the beast and his 
image, and receive his mark in his 
forehead, or in his hand, the same shall 
drink of the wine of the wrath of 
God…and he shall be tormented with fire 
and brimstone in the presence of the holy 
angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: 
and the smoke of their torment ascends up 
forever and ever; and they have no rest 
day nor night, who worship the beast and 
his image, and whosoever receives the 
mark of his name. (Rev.14:9-11) 
    The False Prophet will try to coerce all 
humanity to accept the Antichrist’s 
“chrismation”—the mark of the Beast—
by arranging life so that in the new global 
government’s one-world economy, no 
one will be able to buy or sell without that 

mark. Those who do not take the mark 
face economic disaster, famine and 
starvation. 
Saint Andrew of Caesarea on the Mark 
of the Beast 
    Saint Andrew of Caesarea (d. 637AD), 
who for centuries has been an Orthodox 
authority on the interpretation of the Book 
of Revelation, spoke of this in his famous 
Commentary on the Apocalypse. He 
wrote of this mark of the Beast/Antichrist: 
He…will strive to place upon all the 
outline of the ruinous name of the 
apostate and deceiver, “in their right 
hands,” in order to cut off the doing of 
right and good deeds, and likewise “in 
their foreheads,” in order to instruct the 
deceived to be bold in deception and 
darkness. But it will not be received by 
those sealed in their faces with the Divine 
Light (cf. Rev 7:3,4). And the seal of the 
beast will be spread everywhere, in 
buying and selling, so that those who do 
not receive it will suffer a violent death 
from want of necessities. 
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Southbridge, Massachusetts 
www.stmichaelorthodox.com 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 

 
Tryphon the 
Martyr 
 
6:00 pm 
Vespers, Litia, 
Matins – 
Reception of 
Christ in the 
Temple 

2 
 
Reception of 
Christ in the 
Temple 
 
9:00am 
Divine 
Liturgy 

3 
 
Synaxis of the 
Righteous Symeon 
and Prophetess Anna 
 
Paraklesis 
6:00pm 

4 5 6 
 
St. Photios the Great 
 
Divine Liturgy  
10:00am 
(Memorial Service 
following Liturgy 
11:00am) 
 
Vespers, Litia 
5:00pm 

7 
 
Matins 
9:00am 
 
Divine Liturgy 
10:00am 

8 
 
Great Martyr 
Theodore the 
Commander 

9 10 
 
Hieromartyr 
Haralmabos 
 
Paraklesis 
6:00pm 

11 
 
Martyr Blaise 
of Sebastia 

12 13 
 
Divine Liturgy  
10:00am 
(Memorial Service 
following Liturgy 
11:00am) 
 
Vespers 
5:00pm 

14 
 
Sunday of the Canaanite 
 
Matins 
9:00am 
 
Divine Liturgy 
10:00am 

15 16 17 
 
Great Martyr 
Theodore the Tyro 
 
Paraklesis 
6:00pm 

18 19 
 

20 
 
Divine Liturgy  
10:00am 
(Memorial Service 
following Liturgy 
11:00am) 
 
Vespers 
5:00pm 

21 
 
Sunday of the Publican 
and the Pharisee; 
Triodion Begins 
 
Matins 
9:00am 
 
Divine Liturgy 
10:00am 

22 23 24 
 
First and Second 
Finding of the Head 
of St. John the 
Baptist 
 
Paraklesis 
6:00pm 

25 26 
 
Vespers, Litia 
– St. Raphael 
of Brookly 
6:00pm 

27 
 
St. Raphael of 
Brooklyn 
 
Divine Liturgy  
10:00am 
(Memorial Service 
following Liturgy 
11:00am) 
 
Vespers 
5:00pm 

28 
 
Sunday of the Prodigal 
Son 
 
Matins 
9:00am 
 
Divine Liturgy 
10:00am 

      

 


