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Apolytikion of Thomas Sunday. Grave Mode. 

Whilst the tomb was sealed, Thou, O 
Life, didst shine forth from the grave, 
O Christ God; and whilst the doors 
were shut, Thou didst come unto Thy 
disciples, O Resurrection of all, 
renewing them through an upright 
Spirit in us according to Thy great 
mercy. 
 

 

Seasonal Kontakion. Mode Pl. 4. 

Though Thou didst descend into the 
grave, O Immortal One, yet didst 
Thou destroy the power of Hades, 
and didst arise as victor, O Christ 
God, calling to the myrrh-bearing 
women, Rejoice, and giving peace 
unto Thine Apostles, O Thou Who 
dost grant resurrection to the fallen.   
 

Prokeimenon. Mode 3.  
Great is our Lord and great is His strength. 
Verse: Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good. 

The reading is from the 

Acts of the Apostles 5:12-20 

In those days, many signs and 
wonders were done among the 
people by the hands of the apostles. 
And they were all together in 
Solomon's Portico. None of the rest 
dared join them, but the people held 
them in high honor. And more than 
ever believers were added to the 
Lord, multitudes both of men and 
women, so that they even carried 
out the sick into the streets, and laid 
them on beds and pallets, that as 
Peter came by at least his shadow 
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might fall on some of them. The 
people also gathered from the towns 
around Jerusalem, bringing the sick 
and those afflicted with unclean 
spirits, and they were all healed. But 
the high priest rose up and all who 
were with him, that is, the party of 
the Sadducees, and filled with 
jealousy they arrested the apostles 
and put them in the common prison. 
But at night an angel of the Lord 
opened the prison doors and brought 
them out and said, "Go and stand in 
the temple and speak to the people 
all the words of this Life." 

 

The Gospel According to  
John 20:19-31 

    On the evening of that day, the 
first day of the week, the doors being 
shut where the disciples were for 
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said to them: 
"Peace be with you." When he had 
said this, he showed them his hands 
and his side. Then the disciples were 
glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus 
said to them again, "Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, even 
so I send you." And when he had said 
this, he breathed on them, and said 
to them: "Receive the Holy Spirit. If 
you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained." 

    Now Thomas, one of the twelve, 
called the Twin, was not with them 
when Jesus came. So the other 
disciples told him: "We have seen the 
Lord." But he said to them: "Unless I 
see in his hands the print of the nails, 
and place my finger in the mark of 
the nails, and place my hand in his 
side, I will not believe." 
    Eight days later, his disciples were 
again in the house, and Thomas was 
with them. The doors were shut, but 
Jesus came and stood among them, 
and said: "Peace be with you." Then 
he said to Thomas, "Put your finger 
here, and see my hands; and put out 
your hand, and place it in my side; do 
not be faithless, but believing." 
Thomas answered him, "My Lord and 
my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have 
you believed because you have seen 
me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet believe." 
    Now Jesus did many other signs in 
the presence of the disciples, which 
are not written in this book; but 
these are written that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that believing you 
may have life in his name. 

*** 
Word of the week – Reflection 

Thomas Sunday 
    Though the doors were shut at the 
dwelling where the disciples were 
gathered for fear of the Jews on the 
evening of the Sunday after the 
Passover, our Savior wondrously entered 
and stood in their midst, and greeted 



 

them with His customary words, "Peace 
be unto you." Then He showed unto 
them His hands and feet and side; 
furthermore, in their presence, He took 
some fish and a honeycomb and ate 
before them, and thus assured them of 
His bodily Resurrection. But Thomas, 
who was not then present with the 
others, did not believe their testimony 
concerning Christ's Resurrection, but said 
in a decisive manner, "Except I shall see 
in His hands the print of the nails, and 
put my finger into the print of the nails, 
and thrust my hand into His side, I will 
not believe." Wherefore after eight days, 
that is, on this day, when the disciples 
were again gathered together and 
Thomas was with them, the Lord Jesus 
came while the doors were shut, as He 
did formerly. Standing in their midst, He 
said, "Peace be unto you"; then He said 
to Thomas, "Bring hither thy finger, and 
behold my hands; and bring hither thy 
hand, and thrust it into My side: and be 
not unbelieving, but believing." 
    And Thomas, beholding and examining 
carefully the hands and side of the 
Master, cried out with faith, "My Lord 
and my God." Thus he clearly proclaimed 
the two natures - human and divine - of 
the God-man (Luke 24:36-49; John 
20:19-29). 
    This day is called Antipascha (meaning 
"in the stead of Pascha," not "in 
opposition to Pascha") because with this 
day, the first Sunday after Pascha, the 
Church consecrates every Sunday of the 
year to the commemoration of Pascha, 
that is, the Resurrection. 
 

Prophet Isaiah (May 9th) 

    The Prophet Esaias, the son of Amos, 
was descended from a royal tribe. He 
prophesied in the days of Ozias (who is 
also called Azarias), Joatham, Ahaz, and 
Hezekias, Kings of Judah. About 681 B.C, 
in the reign of Manasses, the son and 
successor of the most pious Hezekias, 
when this Prophet was censuring 
Manasses' impiety and lawlessness, he 
was sawn asunder with a wooden saw, 
and thus received a martyr's end. 
 

Apostle Simon the Zealot (May 10th) 
    This Apostle was one of the Twelve, 
and was called Simon the Cananite by 
Matthew, but Simon the Zealot by Luke 
(Matt. 10:4; Luke 6:15). The word 
"Cananite" used by Matthew is believed 
to be derived from kana, which in the 
Palestinian dialect of Aramaic means 
"zealot" or 'zealous"; Luke therefore 
translates the meaning of "Cananite." 
Later accounts say that he was the 
bridegroom at the wedding in Cana of 
Galilee, where the Lord Jesus changed 
the water into wine, making this the first 
of His miracles (John 2:1-11); according 
to some, he is called Cananite because 
he was from Cana (according to others, 
from the Land of Canaan). Simon means 
"one who hears." 
 
From goarch.org 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

  

 
 

Liturgical Schedule for this week 
   

Saturday 
May 15 

5:00 pm Vespers 

Sunday 
May 16 

9:00 am 
10:00 am 

Matins 
Divine Liturgy (Myrrhbearers) 

 

 
 

Announcements: 

 Happy birthday to Yannis Mironidis (May 12th) and Paul Yanka (May 

15th). 

 Happy name day to Tom Andrea, Tom Dowling, Thomas Burren, and 

Tom Reiley (St. Thomas – May 9th). 
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