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Troparion:  Grave Tone  

While the tomb was sealed, You, O Life, did 
shine forth from the grave, O Christ God; 
and while the doors were shut, You did 
come unto Your disciples, O Resurrection of 
all, renewing through them an upright 
Spirit in us according to Your great mercy. 

 

 

Kontakion: Tone 4 

With his searching right hand, Thomas did 
probe Your life-bestowing side, O Christ 
God; for when You did enter while the 
doors were shut, he cried out unto You 
with the rest of the Apostles: You are my 
Lord and my God.  

The Orthodox Church observes the 
Sunday of Thomas one week following the 
celebration of the Sunday of Holy Pascha. 
The day commemorates the appearance of 
Christ to His disciples on the evening of 
the Sunday following Passover. It also 
commemorates the appearance of the 
Lord to His disciples eight days later when 
Thomas was present and proclaimed "My 
Lord and my God" upon seeing the hands 
and side of Christ. 

This Sunday is also called Antipascha 
(meaning "in the stead of Pascha," not "in 
opposition to Pascha") because with this 
day, the first Sunday after Pascha, the 
Church consecrates every Sunday of the 
year to the commemoration of Pascha, 
that is, the Resurrection. 

Sunday after Pascha - 

St. Thomas Sunday 
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Saint Thomas the Apostle is 
commemorated by the Church on October 
6. 

Source: https://www.goarch.org/-/second-

sunday-of-pascha-sunday-of-thomas 

 

 

 

The Holy Great Martyr George the 

Victory-Bearer, was a native of Cappadocia 

(a district in Asia Minor), and he grew up 

in a deeply believing Christian family. His 

father was martyred for Christ when 

George was still a child. His mother, 

owning lands in Palestine, moved there 

with her son and raised him in strict piety. 

When he became a man, Saint 

George entered into the service of the 

Roman army. He was handsome, brave and 

valiant in battle, and he came to the notice 

of the emperor Diocletian (284-305) and 

joined the imperial guard with the rank of 

comites, or military commander. 

The pagan emperor, who did much 

for the restoration of Roman might, was 

clearly concerned with the danger 

presented to pagan civilization by the 

triumph of the Crucified Savior, and 

intensified his persecution against the 

Christians in the final years of his reign.  

Saint George, when he heard the 

decision of the emperor, distributed all his 

wealth to the poor, freed his servants, and 

then appeared in the Senate. The brave 

soldier of Christ spoke out openly against 

the emperor’s designs. He confessed 

himself a Christian, and appealed to all to 

acknowledge Christ: “I am a servant of 

Christ, my God, and trusting in Him, I have 

come among you voluntarily, to bear 

witness concerning the Truth.” 

Stunned by the bold speech of the 

valiant warrior, the emperor, who had 

loved and promoted George, attempted to 

persuade him not to throw away his youth 

and glory and honors, but rather to offer 

sacrifice to the gods as was the Roman 

custom. The confessor replied, “Nothing in 

this inconstant life can weaken my resolve 

to serve God.” 

Then by order of the enraged 

emperor the armed guards began to push 

Saint George out of the assembly hall with 

their spears, and they then led him off to 

prison. But the deadly steel became soft 

and it bent, just as the spears touched the 

Saint Great Martyr George 
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saint’s body, and it caused him no harm. In 

prison they put the martyr’s feet in stocks 

and placed a heavy stone on his chest. 

The next day Diocletian gave orders 

to subject Saint George to some very 

intense tortures. They tied the Great 

Martyr to a wheel, beneath which were 

boards pierced with sharp pieces of iron. 

As the wheel turned, the sharp edges 

slashed the saint’s naked body. 

At first the sufferer loudly cried out 

to the Lord, but soon he quieted down, 

and did not utter even a single groan. 

Diocletian decided that the tortured one 

was already dead, and he gave orders to 

remove the battered body from the wheel, 

and then went to a pagan temple to offer 

thanks. 

At this very moment it got dark, 

thunder boomed, and a voice was heard: 

“Fear not, George, for I am with you.” Then 

a wondrous light shone, and at the wheel 

an angel of the Lord appeared in the form 

of a radiant youth. He placed his hand 

upon the martyr, saying to him, “Rejoice!” 

Saint George stood up healed. 

When the soldiers led him to the 

pagan temple where the emperor was, the 

emperor could not believe his own eyes 

and he thought that he saw before him 

some other man or even a ghost. In 

confusion and in terror the pagans looked 

Saint George over carefully, and they 

became convinced that a miracle had 

occurred. Many then came to believe in 

the Life-Creating God of the Christians. 

Three days later they dug him out, 

but found him cheerful and unharmed. 

They shod the saint in iron sandals with 

red-hot nails, and then drove him back to 

the prison with whips. In the morning, 

when they led him back to the 

interrogation, cheerful and with healed 

feet, the emperor asked if he liked his 

shoes. The saint said that the sandals had 

been just his size. Then they beat him with 

ox thongs until pieces of his flesh came off 

and his blood soaked the ground, but the 

brave sufferer, strengthened by the power 

of God, remained unyielding. 

The emperor concluded that the 

saint was being helped by magic, so he 

summoned the sorcerer Athanasius to 

deprive the saint of his miraculous powers, 

or else poison him. The sorcerer gave Saint 

George two goblets containing drugs. One 

of them would have quieted him, and the 

other would kill him. The drugs had no 

effect, and the saint continued to 

denounce the pagan superstitions and 

glorify God as before. 

The sorcerer Athanasius, falling 

down at the feet of Saint George, 

confessed Christ as the All-Powerful God 

and asked forgiveness for his sins, 

committed in ignorance. The obdurate 

emperor in his impiety thought otherwise. 

In a rage, he commanded both Athanasius 

and the man raised from the dead to be 

beheaded, and he had Saint George again 

locked up in prison. 

The holy empress Alexandra tried to 

reach him. Pushing her way through the 

crowd, she cried out, “O God of George, 



 

help me, for You Alone are All-Powerful.” 

At the feet of the Great Martyr the holy 

empress confessed Christ, Who had 

humiliated the idols and those who 

worshipped them. 

 

 

 

Diocletian immediately pronounced 

the death sentence on the Great Martyr 

George and the holy Empress Alexandra, 

who followed Saint George to execution 

without resisting. Along the way she felt 

faint and slumped against a wall. There she 

surrendered her soul to God. 

Source: https://oca.org/saints/lives 

 

 
 

Liturgical Schedule 
 

Wednesday 
April, 26 

6:00pm 
 

Paraklesis to Theotokos 
 

Thursday 
April, 27 

6:30pm Bible Study 

Saturday 
April, 29 

 
10.00am 
11:30am 

 

Divine Liturgy 
Memorial Service 

No Liturgy  
Chicago for Metropolitan Nicolae’s enthronement 
 

 
Announcements: 

 
 Saturday, April 29 – Memorial Service for Nicholas Giavara – 1 year 

commemoration 

 No Liturgy on Sunday April 30 – Fr. John will attend the enthronement 

ceremony of Bishop Nicolae into Metropolitan, in Chicago 

 Community meal – May 4 
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