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Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode Pl. 4. 

From the heights didst Thou come 
down, O Compassionate One. And 
Thou didst submit to three-day burial 
that from the passions Thou might 
deliver us. O our Life and 
Resurrection, O Lord, glory be to 
Thee. 
 

 
 

 
Seasonal Kontakion. Mode 1. 

Thou Who didst sanctify the Virgin’s 
womb by Thy birth, and didst bless 
Symeon’s hands as was meet, by 
anticipation hast even now saved us, 
O Christ God. But grant peace in the 
midst of wars unto Thy 
commonwealth and strengthen the 
hierarchs whom Thou hast loved, O 
only Friend of man.   
 

Prokeimenon. Mode Plagal 4. 
Psalm 75.11,1 

Make your vows to the Lord our God and 
perform them. 

Verse: God is known in Judah; his name is 
great in Israel. 

The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to 
Timothy 1:15-17 

    Timothy, my son, the saying is sure 
and worthy of full acceptance, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners. And I am the foremost 
of sinners; but I received mercy for 
this reason, that in me, as the 
foremost, Jesus Christ might display 
his perfect patience for an example 
to those who were to believe in him 
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for eternal life. To the King of ages, 
immortal, invisible, the only God, be 
honor and glory to the ages of ages. 
Amen. 

 

The Gospel According to  
Luke 18:35-43 

    At that time, as Jesus drew near to 
Jericho, a blind man was sitting by 
the roadside begging; and hearing a 
multitude going by, he inquired what 
this meant. They told him, "Jesus of 
Nazareth is passing by." And he cried, 
"Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 
me!" And those who were in front 
rebuked him, telling him to be silent; 
but he cried out all the more, "Son of 
David, have mercy on me!" And Jesus 
stopped, and commanded him to be 
brought to him; and when he came 
near, he asked him, "What do you 
want me to do for you?" He said, 
"Lord, let me receive my sight." And 
Jesus said to him, "Receive your 
sight; your faith has made you well." 
And immediately he received his 
sight and followed him, glorifying 
God; and all the people, when they 
saw it, gave praise to God. 

*** 
Word of the week – Reflection 

St. Gregory the Theologian (Jan. 25th & 
30th) 

    This great Father and Teacher of the 
Church was born in 329 in Arianzus, a 

village of the second district of 
Cappadocia, not far from Nazianzus. His 
father, who later became Bishop of 
Nazianzus, was named Gregory 
(commemorated Jan. 1), and his mother 
was named Nonna (Aug. 5); both are 
among the Saints, and so are his brother 
Caesarius (Mar. 9) and his sister Gorgona 
(Feb. 23). At first he studied in Caesarea 
of Palestine, then in Alexandria, and 
finally in Athens. As he was sailing from 
Alexandria to Athens, a violent sea storm 
put in peril not only his life but also his 
salvation, since he had not yet been 
baptized. With tears and fervour he 
besought God to spare him, vowing to 
dedicate his whole self to Him, and the 
tempest gave way to calm. At Athens 
Saint Gregory was later joined by Saint 
Basil the Great, whom he already knew; 
but now their acquaintanceship grew 
into a lifelong brotherly love. Another 
fellow student of theirs in Athens was 
the young Prince Julian, who later as 
Emperor was called the Apostate 
because he denied Christ and did all in 
his power to restore paganism. Even in 
Athens, before Julian had thrown off the 
mask of piety; Saint Gregory saw what an 
unsettled mind he had, and said, "What 
an evil the Roman State is nourishing" 
(Orat. V, 24, PG 35:693). 
    After their studies at Athens, Gregory 
became Basil's fellow ascetic, living the 
monastic life together with him for a 
time in the hermitages of Pontus. His 
father ordained him presbyter of the 
Church of Nazianzus, and Saint Basil 
consecrated him Bishop of Sasima (or 
Zansima), which was in the archdiocese 
of Caesarea. This consecration was a 
source of great sorrow to Gregory, and a 



 

cause of misunderstanding between him 
and Basil; but his love for Basil remained 
unchanged, as can be plainly seen from 
his Funeral Oration on Saint Basil (Orat. 
XLIII). 
    About the Year 379, Saint Gregory 
came to the assistance of the Church of 
Constantinople, which had already been 
troubled for forty years by the Arians; by 
his supremely wise words and many 
labours he freed it from the corruption of 
heresy, and was elected Archbishop of 
that city by the Second Ecumenical 
Council, which assembled there in 381, 
and condemned Macedonius, 
Archbishop of Constantinople, the 
enemy of the Holy Spirit. When Saint 
Gregory came to Constantinople, the 
Arians had taken all the churches and he 
was forced to serve in a house chapel 
dedicated to Saint Anastasia the Martyr. 
From there he began to preach his 
famous five sermons on the Trinity, 
called the Triadica. When he left 
Constantinople two years later, the 
Arians did not have one church left to 
them in the city. Saint Meletius of 
Antioch (see Feb. 12), who was presiding 
over the Second Ecumenical Council, 
died in the course of it, and Saint 
Gregory was chosen in his stead; there 
he distinguished himself in his 
expositions of dogmatic theology. 
    Having governed the Church until 382, 
he delivered his farewell speech - the 
Syntacterion, in which he demonstrated 
the Divinity of the Son - before 150 
bishops and the Emperor Theodosius the 
Great; in this speech he requested, and 
received from all, permission to retire 
from the see of Constantinople. He 
returned to Nazianzus, where he lived to 

the end of his life, and reposed in the 
Lord in 391, having lived some sixty-two 
years. 
    His extant writings, both prose and 
poems in every type of metre, 
demonstrate his lofty eloquence and his 
wondrous breadth of learning. In the 
beauty of his writings, he is considered 
to have surpassed the Greek writers of 
antiquity, and because of his God-
inspired theological thought, he received 
the surname "Theologian." Although he 
is sometimes called Gregory of 
Nazianzus, this title belongs properly to 
his father; he himself is known by the 
Church only as Gregory the Theologian. 
He is especially called "Trinitarian 
Theologian," since in virtually every 
homily he refers to the Trinity and the 
one essence and nature of the Godhead. 

*** 
Holy Three Hierarchs (30th) 

This common feast of these three 
teachers was instituted a little before the 
year 1100, during the reign of the 
Emperor Alexis I Comnenus, because of a 
dispute and strife that arose among the 
notable and virtuous men of that time. 
Some of them preferred Basil, while 
others preferred Gregory, and yet others 
preferred John Chrysostom, quarreling 
among themselves over which of the 
three was the greatest…Desiring to bring 
an end to the contention, the three 
Saints appeared together to the saintly 
John Mavropous, a monk who had been 
ordained Bishop of Euchaita, a city of 
Asia Minor, they revealed to him that the 
glory they have at the throne of God is 
equal, and told him to compose a 
common service for the three of them, 
which he did with great skill and beauty. 



 

 
 

Liturgical Schedule for this week 
 

Wednesday 
January 27 

6:00 pm Paraklesis 

Saturday 
January 30 

10:00 am 
 

5:00 pm 

Divine Liturgy (Holy Three Hierarchs) & 
Memorial 
Vespers 

Sunday 
January 31 

9:00 am 
10:00 am 

Matins 
Divine Liturgy 

 

 
Announcements: 

 Happy name day to Gregory Downie (St. Gregory the Theologian – 

Jan. 25th and 30th), Fr. John, John DeAngeli, Yannis Mironidis, Yannis 

Pena, John Mitaras, and Ioanna Pitsillides (St. John Chrysostom – Jan. 

30th). 

 Happy birthday to Symeon Downie (Jan. 25th), Mary Andrea, Mary 

Haddad, and Kristina Alexander (Jan. 29th), and Natalie Collazo (Jan. 

31th). 

 Bible Study on Revelation: Thursday at 7pm. Please contact Fr. John 

for the link. 

 School snack drive: Please bring individually-wrapped snacks for the 

local schools. 

 Church cleaning: Please sign up for a time. 

 General Assembly Meeting Today! 
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