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Resurrectional Apolytikion. Grave Mode. 

By Thy Cross Thou didst abolish 
death; to the thief Thou didst open 
Paradise; Thou didst transform the 
myrrh-bearers’ lamentation, and 
didst order Thine Apostles to preach 
that Thou art risen, O Christ our God, 
bestowing great mercy upon the 
world. 
 
Seasonal Kontakion. Mode 3. 

On this day the Virgin cometh to the 
cave to give birth to God the Word 

ineffably, Who was before the ages. 
Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing the 
gladsome tidings; with the Angels 
and the shepherds glorify Him Who is 
willing to be gazed on as a young 
Child Who before the ages is God. 
 

Prokeimenon. Grave Mode.  
Psalm 28.11,1 

The Lord will give strength to his people. 

Verse: Bring to the Lord, O sons of God, bring 

to the Lord honor and glory. 

The reading is from St. Paul's Second Letter 

to the Corinthians 6:1-10 

Brethren, working together with him, 
we entreat you not to accept the 
grace of God in vain. For he says, "At 
the acceptable time I have listened 
to you, and helped you on the day of 
salvation." Behold, now is the 
acceptable time; behold, now is the 
day of salvation. We put no obstacle 
in any one's way, so that no fault 
may be found with our ministry, but 
as servants of God we commend 
ourselves in every way: through 
great endurance, in afflictions, 
hardships, calamities, beatings, 
imprisonments, tumults, labors, 
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watching, hunger; by purity, 
knowledge, forbearance, kindness, 
the Holy Spirit, genuine love, truthful 
speech, and the power of God; with 
the weapons of righteousness for the 
right hand and for the left; in honor 
and dishonor, in ill repute and good 
repute. We are treated as impostors, 
and yet are true; as unknown, and 
yet well known; as dying, and behold 
we live; as punished, and yet not 
killed; as sorrowful, yet always 
rejoicing; as poor, yet making many 
rich; as having nothing, and yet 
possessing everything. 

 

The Gospel According to  
Matthew 25:14-30 

The Lord said this parable: "A man 
going on a journey called his servants 
and entrusted to them his property; 
to one he gave five talents, to 
another two, to another one, to each 
according to his ability. Then he went 
away. He who had received the five 
talents went at once and traded with 
them; and he made five talents 
more. So also, he who had the two 
talents made two talents more. But 
he who had received the one talent 
went and dug in the ground and hid 
his master's money. Now after a long 
time the master of those servants 
came and settled accounts with 
them. And he who had received the 

five talents came forward, bringing 
five talents more, saying, 'Master, 
you delivered to me five talents; here 
I have made five talents more.' His 
master said to him, 'Well done, good 
and faithful servant; you have been 
faithful over a little, I will set you 
over much; enter into the joy of your 
master.' And he also who had the 
two talents came forward, saying, 
'Master, you delivered to me two 
talents; here I have made two talents 
more.' His master said to him, 'Well 
done, good and faithful servant; you 
have been faithful over a little, I will 
set you over much; enter into the joy 
of your master.' He also who had 
received the one talent came 
forward, saying, 'Master, I knew you 
to be a hard man, reaping where you 
did not sow, and gathering where 
you did not winnow; so I was afraid, 
and I went and hid your talent in the 
ground. Here you have what is 
yours.' But his master answered him, 
'You wicked and slothful servant! You 
knew that I reap where I have not 
sowed, and gather where I have not 
winnowed? Then you ought to have 
invested my money with the bankers, 
and at my coming I should have 
received what was my own with 
interest. So take the talent from him, 
and give it to him who has the ten 
talents. For to every one who has will 
more be given, and he will have 
abundance; but from him who has 
not, even what he has will be taken 



 

away. And cast the worthless servant 
into the outer darkness; there men 
will weep and gnash their teeth." As 
he said these things he cried out: "He 
who has ears to hear, let him hear!" 

*** 
Word of the week – Reflection 

St. Porphyrios (Dec. 2nd) 
    Where you despair, there God 
helps. 
    Difficulties, temptations and 
despair...know my child that when 
the evil one cannot defeat us 
internally, then he makes these 
external attacks with various events, 
allowed by God, in order to frighten 
us. 
    Despair does not exist in the 
Church, no matter what you have 
done, no matter what you have 
suffered. 
    Despair does not exist. You may 
have sadness, but not despair. 
    God, through confession, helps you 
to overcome those things that can 
lead you to the utmost limits of 
despair. 
    There is a God. When you are in 
despair, He will send you something 
you don't expect. It is enough that 
you believe in Him and love Him. 

*** 
    Man seeks joy and happiness in 
heaven. He seeks what is eternal far 
from everyone and everything. He 
seeks to find joy in God. God is a 
mystery. He is silence. He is infinite. 
He is everything. Everyone possesses 

this inclination of the soul for 
heaven. All people seek something 
heavenly. All beings turn towards 
Him, albeit unconsciously. 
    Turn your mind towards Him 
continually. Learn to love prayer, 
familiar converse with the Lord. 
What counts above all is love, 
passionate love for the Lord, for 
Christ the Bridegroom. Become 
worthy of Christ’s love. In order not 
to live in darkness, turn on the switch 
of prayer so that divine light may 
flood your soul. Christ will appear in 
the depths of your being. There, in 
the deepest and most inward part, is 
the Kingdom of God.The Kingdom of 
God is within you [Luke 17:21]. 

*** 
    Our purpose is not to condemn 
evil, but to correct it. With 
condemnation people can get lost, 
with understanding and assistance 
they will be saved. 
    Evil begins from bad thoughts. 
    When you are bitter and indignant, 
even just with your thoughts, you 
spoil a spiritual atmosphere. You 
prevent the Holy Spirit from acting 
and allow the devil to increase the 
evil. 
    You should always pray, love and 
forgive, driving out of yourself every 
evil thought. 
 

 



 

 
 

Liturgical Schedule for this week 
 

Sunday 
December 8 

10:00 am 
Divine Liturgy at Saint Nicholas’ Albanian 
Orthodox Church 

 

Announcements: 

 

 Happy name day to Nick Thomo (St. Nicholas – Dec. 6th), Andrew 

Tanacea, and Andrew Silva (St. Andrew – Nov. 30th). 

 Ladies Society Lunch – December 7th. Please see Sandra Nasto. 

 St. Nicholas: Divine Liturgy will be held at St. Nicholas’ Albanian 

Orthodox Church Sunday, December 8th – See Spiro Thomo for 

tickets for the banquet. 

 Christmas party on December 15 after Divine Liturgy. 

 Altar Candles donated in loving memory of Jack Leahey. 

 Coffee hour is sponosored by the parish. 
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