
 

 

 
 

PARISH BULLETIN 
H O L Y   A R C H A N G H E L   M I C H A E L’ S   R O M A N I A N   O R T H O D O X   C H U R C H 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode 1. 

When the stone was sealed by the 
Jews and the soldiers were guarding 
Thine immaculate body, Thou didst 
arise on the third day, O Saviour, 

granting life unto the world. For 
which cause the powers of heaven 
cried out to Thee, O Life-giver: Glory 
to Thy resurrection, O Christ. Glory to 
Thy Kingdom. Glory to Thy 
dispensation, O only Friend of man. 
 
Seasonal Kontakion. Mode 3. 

On this day the Virgin cometh to the 
cave to give birth to God the Word 
ineffably, Who was before the ages. 
Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing the 
gladsome tidings; with the Angels 
and the shepherds glorify Him Who is 
willing to be gazed on as a young 
Child Who before the ages is God. 
 

Prokeimenon. Mode 4.  
Daniel 3.26,27 

Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our 

fathers. 

Verse: For you are just in all you have done. 

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the 

Colossians 3:4-11 

Brethren, when Christ who is our life 
appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory. Put to death 
therefore what is earthly in you: 
fornication, impurity, passion, evil 
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desire, and covetousness, which is 
idolatry. On account of these the 
wrath of God is coming upon the 
sons of disobedience. In these you 
once walked, when you lived in 
them. But now put them all away: 
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and 
foul talk from your mouth. Do not lie 
to one another, seeing that you have 
put off the old nature with its 
practices and have put on the new 
nature, which is being renewed in 
knowledge after the image of its 
creator. Here there cannot be Greek 
and Jew, circumcised and 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 
slave, free man, but Christ is all, and 
in all. 

 

The Gospel According to  
Luke 14:16-24 

The Lord said this parable: "A man 
once gave a great banquet, and 
invited many; and at the time of the 
banquet he sent his servant to say to 
those who had been invited, 'Come; 
for all is now ready.' But they all alike 
began to make excuses. The first said 
to him, 'I have bought a field, and I 
go out and see it; I pray you, have me 
excused.' And another said, 'I have 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I must 
go to examine them; I pray you, have 

me excused.' And another said, 'I 
have married a wife, and therefore I 
cannot come.' So the servant came 
and reported this to his master. Then 
the householder in anger said to his 
servant, 'Go out quickly to the streets 
and lanes of the city, and bring in the 
poor and maimed and blind and 
lame.' And the servant said, 'Sir, 
what you commanded has been 
done, and there is still room.' And 
the master said to the servant, 'Go 
out to the highways and hedges, and 
compel people to come in, that my 
house may be filled. For I tell you, 
none of those men who were invited 
shall taste my banquet. For many are 
called, but few are chosen.'" 

*** 
Word of the week – Reflection 

On the Holy Forefathers 
    On the Sunday that occurs on or 
immediately after the eleventh of 
this month, we commemorate 
Christ's forefathers according to the 
flesh, both those that came before 
the Law, and those that lived after 
the giving of the Law. 
    Special commemoration is made of 
the Patriarch Abraham, to whom the 
promise was first given, when God 
said to him, "By your seed shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed" 
(Gen. 22:18). This promise was given 
some two thousand years before 
Christ, when Abraham was seventy-
five years of age. God called him 
and commanded him to forsake his 



 

country, parents, and kinsmen, and 
to depart to the land of the 
Canaanites. When he arrived there, 
God told him, "I will give this land to 
your seed" (Gen. 12:7); for this 
cause, that land was called 
the "Promised Land," which later 
became the country of the Hebrew 
people, and which is also called 
Palestine by the historians. There, 
after the passage of twenty-four 
years, Abraham received God's law 
concerning circumcision. In the one 
hundredth year of his life, when 
Sarah was in her ninetieth year, 
they became the parents of Isaac. 
Having lived 175 years altogether, he 
reposed in peace, a venerable elder 
full of days. 
- From Mystagogy Resource Center 

*** 
    The Holy Forefathers — these are 
truly great people! If one were to 
generalize the thought which defines 
their greatness, only those who fulfill 
God’s will for the human race — a 
positive will — are truly great, for 
there is much that happens only by 
God’s allowance. There are also 
powerful figures who act apart from 
God’s will and even against it. These 
too can seem great, but not in and of 
themselves — only according to 
those great counteractions which 
God’s Providence puts forth to efface 
the evil caused by them. We know 
God’s direct will concerning eternal 
salvation; but God’s plans concerning 

the temporal sojourn of people on 
the earth are hidden from us. That is 
why it is difficult for us to determine 
who acts more straightly, or more 
precisely according to God’s will. One 
can only acknowledge one negative 
criteria as true: He who acts against 
God’s determination for the eternal 
salvation of people cannot be 
considered great, no matter how 
ostentatious his deeds; for it is 
evident that he is going against the 
obvious will of God. Though this 
known will does not concern 
temporal, but rather eternal things, it 
is doubtless that the one will of God 
cannot contradict another. 
- St. Theophan the Recluse 

*** 
    If it was for our sake that the Lord 
lived His time on earth, to leave us an 
example, and He passed His life 
without sin, we too must live without 
sin, in imitation of Him. Since He said 
even to Abraham’s descendants 
according to the flesh, “If ye were 
Abraham’s children, ye would do the 
works of Abraham” (John 8.39), how 
much more will He say to us who 
have no physical kinship with Him, “If 
you were My children, you would do 
My works”? 
- St. Gregory Palamas 
 
 

 



 

 
 

Liturgical Schedule for this week 
 

Wednesday 
December 18 

6:00 pm Paraklesis 

Friday 
December 20 

9:00 am 
Divine Liturgy – St. Ignatius the Godbearer 
and St. John of Kronstadt 

Saturday 
December 21 

9:00 am 
5:00 pm 

Divine Liturgy & Memorial 
Vepsers 

Sunday 
December 22 

9:00 am 
10:00 am 

Matins 
Divine Liturgy 

 

Announcements: 

 

 Welcome back, Preoteasa Camelia! 

 Elder Ephraim of Arizona fell asleep in the Lord on December 7th.  

 Happy name day to Spiro Thomo (St. Spyridon – Dec. 12th). 

 Happy birthday to Matthew Dowling (Dec. 10th), Carol Porra (Dec. 

14th), Michael Pitsillides (Dec. 16th), Thomas Richard Burren (Dec. 

18th), and Scott Burren (Dec. 20th). 

 Thank you to all who participated in the Ladies Society Luncheon. 

 Christmas party today after the Divine Liturgy. Thank you to all who 

participated. 
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