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Look at calendar at end for full 
schedule of services for this month 

Feast days 
  

May 5th 
 St. Ephraim from Nea Makri 

 
 May 8th 

 St. John the Theologian 
 

 May 10th 
 St. Apostle Simon the Zealot 

  
May 11th 

 St. Cyril & Methodius 
  

May 17th 
 Ascension of Our Lord 

 
May 21st 

Sts. Constantine and Helen 
 

May 27th 
Pentecost 

 
May 28th 

Holy Trinity 

Holy Ascension of Our Lord 
 
 
Holy Ascension The Lord Jesus passed forty days on earth after His 
Resurrection from the dead, appearing continually in various places to 
His disciples, with whom He also spoke, ate, and drank, thereby further 
demonstrating His Resurrection. On this Thursday, the fortieth day after 
Pascha, He appeared again in Jerusalem. After He had first spoken to the 
disciples about many things, He gave them His last commandment, that 
is, that they go forth and proclaim His Name to all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. But He also commanded them that for the present, they 
were not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait there together until they 
receive power from on high, when the Holy Spirit would come upon 
them. Saying these things, He led them to the Mount of Olives, and 
raising His hands, He blessed them; and saying again the words of the 
Father's blessing, He was parted from them and taken up. Immediately a 
cloud of light, a proof of His majesty, received Him. Sitting thereon as 
though on a royal chariot, He was taken up into Heaven, and after a short 
time was concealed from the sight of the disciples, who remained where 
they were with their eyes fixed on Him. At this point, two Angels in the 
form of men in white raiment appeared to them and said, "Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into Heaven? This same Jesus, Who is 
taken up from you into Heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 
slavery to the devil and death unto our primal freedom and blessedness. 
seen Him go into Heaven" (Acts 1:11). These words, in a complete and 
concise manner, declare what is taught in the Symbol of Faith concerning 
the Son and Word of God. Therefore, having so fulfilled all His 
dispensation for us, our Lord Jesus Christ ascended in glory into Heaven, 
and sat at the right hand of God the Father. As for His sacred disciples, 
they returned from the Mount of Olives to Jerusalem, rejoicing because 
Christ had promised to send them the Holy Spirit. 

 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday 
 9:00am Divine Liturgy  

10:00 am Memorial Service 
 6pm Vespers 

  
Sunday 

9:00am Matins (May 27th 8:30am) 
 10:00am Divine Liturgy (May 27th 9:30am 

 
 Wednesday 

 6:00pm Paraklesis  



 
  

Please Pray for: 
Alexandra Malisory 
Peter & Laureen Smith 
Fr. John 
Catherine (Andrea) Canny 
who passed away on April 
23rd 2018 
Keep also in your prayer her 
son Michael and her daughter 
Kara & families. 
 

 

 

  

Happy Birthday!! 
God Grant You Many More 
Years!! 
 

May 12th – Yanni Mironidis 
May 15th – Paul Yanka 
May 17th – Kim Yanka and 
Alexis Collazo 
May 25th – Dimitri Mirondis 
 
 

 

 

  

 

Saint Michael’s Romanian Orthodox Church  
16 Romanian Avenue, Southbridge Massachusetts 01550 

Telephone: (508) 765-5276 
Website: www.StmichaelOrthodox.com 

Email: stmichaelromanianorthodox@gmail.com  
Facebook: St. Michael Orthodox Christian Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clergy 
Fr. John Downie   fr.john_downie71@yahoo.com  

 

2018 Ladies Society Committee 
 

President: Alexandra Nasto 
Vice President: Louise Boilard 

Secretary: Debbie Thomo 
Treasurer: Mary Andrea 

2018 Parish Council 
 

President: Luke Yanka 
Vice President: Spiro Thomo 

Secretary: Debby Thomo 
Treasury: Paul Yanka 

 

Parish News & Events 
Happy Name Day 

May 8th – St. John Theologian – Fr. John, 
Yanni Mironidis, John DeAngeli, Yanni Penna 
May 16th – St. Theodor the Sanctified – 
Theodora (little David’s Mom), Theodor 
Yanka 
May 21st   - Sts. Constantine & Helen –  
Charles Panu , Constantin (Costa) Penna , 
Eleni Fatsi 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Special Coffee Hour 
 

Sunday – June 3rd 
 

Hamburgers and hot 
dogs + all fixings!! 

 

Games and a lot of FUN!! 
 
 
 
 

Summer Hours 
 

Starting Memorial Day 
Weekend May 27th 

Matins 8:30am 
Divine Liturgy 9:30am 

Ladies Society Hosting 
Mid Pentecost Dinner 

May 3rd 
 

 

Please Pray 
for Fr. John 
and his trip 
to Romania 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
      
      
      
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

~ Movie & Book Corner ~ 

 

 

Movie: The Monk and the demon (2016) 
 

A new brother settles in the friary, but dark forces follow him 
into the monastery, and from time to time, they materialize as 
Legion. The movie is inspired by the life of Archbishop John of 
Novgorod.The film was awarded with the first prize at the 
International festival of the Orthodox film – Pokrov – Kiev 
October 12, 2016. 
 
 

 
 
 

Book: “Ordinary WONDERS – Stories of Unexpected Grace 
by Olesia Nikolaeva 

 
The Deceitful Onion Bulb. A Blessing to Smuggle. The Conjuror of Rain. In 
this collection of stories as whimsical as their titles, award-winning author 
Olesia Nikolaeva poignantly recounts life for Christian believers in Soviet and 
post-Soviet Russia. In a manner reminiscent of the bestselling Everyday 
Saints these tales reveal a common theme - the subtle, sometimes imperceptible 
movement of Divine Providence at work in the lives of saints and sinners alike. 
Her writings bring us to what the ancient Celts called "thin places" where the 
boundaries of heaven and earth meet and the sacred and the secular can no 
longer be distinguished. 
 
 
 

Congratulations Luke, Kim & Max, Grandparents (Sam and Debbie) 
on your newest member of your family Theodore Kenneth Yanka!!! 



 
 
 
 
 
 In the file that I [Metropolitan Hierotheos of 
Nafpaktos] had made up from my visits to the 
Monastery of St John the Baptist in Essex, my 
meetings with Elder Sophrony Saharov and the 
various words of his that I have set out above, I also 
found a separate collection of the Elder’s sayings, 
which did not form part of the discussions that I had 
with him on particular dates. 
 These are words that the Elder addressed to me 
from time to time, or that I heard him saying to 
others, or that some of the monks and nuns (Father 
Kyrill, Father Raphael, Father Zacharias, Sister 
Magdalene) mentioned to me as the Elder’s words. 
They really did express the ‘spirit’ of the Elder. 
Most of these sayings were passed on to me by 
Father Zacharias, with whom I had a strong 
fraternal friendship which I still maintain. 
Sometimes we had long discussions. It was he who 
passed on to me various orders, requests and 
wishes from the Elder, as he was continuously with 
him. At various times Father Zacharias would say 
during our conversations: “The Elder says on that 
subject…” I recorded these words in a special 
notebook. In any case, the Elder once 
told me: “Zacharias has taken all my 
teaching”, and I was convinced that 
he was reporting the Elder’s words 
accurately. 
I set out these words to round off this 
second part of the book, and also so 
that we can look at Father 
Sophrony’s oral teaching. 
  
 The aim of marriage is for the 
couple to collaborate with God, so 
that they will give birth to sons and 
daughters of God. In order for them 
to make a good choice, much prayer is needed that 
the suitable person may be given for this purpose. 
 When someone marries, he does so in order that 
his wife may be his helper for salvation. He must 
show love, and they must struggle for their 
salvation. 
 Today parents suffer martyrdom. When the 
children grow up, society takes them. Parents 
idolise their children. They live their whole lives in 
them and identify with them. This is a mistake. 
Through marriage the husband takes the wife as a  
 

 
 
 
 
helper, so that they may achieve perfection 
[theosis]. Children are gifts from God. Often the 
children bring anxiety and the nous is distracted 
from God. Nature itself (God’s creative, life-giving 
and providential energy) will bring it about that 
there are not many children; it will grow weak and 
it will not be possible for many children to be born. 
When people marry and God gives children, they 
should glorify God. If God does not give children, 
they should be calm and not worry. 
 It is not a matter of giving birth to beings for 
historical reality, but of giving birth to persons for 
the reality that transcends history, that they may 
enter Paradise. Many give birth to children who 
become fodder for hell. 
 Married couples must learn self-emptying. They 
must give way to one another. Then they learn to 
accept another existence in their own existence. 
  
The upbringing of children begins from the day of 
the wedding. The couple ought to live with prayer 
and the fear of God. When a mother prays when she 
is pregnant, the embryo feels the energy of the 

prayer. When a child is conceived 
the parents ought not to be angry. 
When it is born, they ought to pray; 
they should also pray when they have 
the child in their arms. Whatever the 
mother does, she should do it with 
prayer. She should make the sign of 
the cross over the child when it is 
asleep, and pray when she 
breastfeeds it or gives it food. 
 The fact that many children 
nowadays have unkind instincts is 
because they were not breastfed by 
their mothers. (When a woman asked 

whether she should feed her baby with her own 
milk or with cows’ milk, I replied: “Who gave birth 
to it – you or the cow?”) 
The aim is not simply that the infant should partake 
of the Most Pure Mysteries, but that it should live 
in an atmosphere of prayer at home. The 
atmosphere of the home should be one of prayer. 
The parents ought to inspire the children with their 
love for Christ and the All-Holy Virgin. 
 When the children are small, there ought to be 
rules at home, which should gradually give way as 
the children grow up. Then they are given freedom. 

From the Book: "I Know A Man In Christ" Elder Sophrony The 
Hesychast and Theologian 

by Metropolitan Hierotheos of Nafpaktos 
 



 
We should also give them presents. The children 
may feel that they live in a rather old-fashioned 
way when they live life in the Church. The 
important thing, however, is for the children not to 
become atheists. Atheism is worse even than carnal 
sin. 
 The aim in bringing up children is that they may 
acquire personal love for Christ and the All-Holy 
Virgin. We ought not to advise them simply to 
become good people. Also, we have to help them 
to stay in the Orthodox Church, not merely to avoid 
sin. The fact that they stay within Orthodoxy is a 
great thing, and may be the cause of salvation, even 
if they have made some mistakes in their 
lives. Children ought to be inspired by 
love for Christ and the All-Holy Virgin. 
 Constructive leisure activities are 
essential for those who live in the world. 
It is preferable for children to get out of 
the house rather than to stay at home and 
watch television. 
 If we want our children to live in 
modern cities in the same way as we 
lived in the past, we will drive them 
mad. There are children who seem all 
right when they are small, but when they 
grown up they lose their reason. 
 It is preferable for children not to partake of the 
Body and Blood of Christ rather than to partake 
under compulsion from their parents, without 
wanting to themselves. If the mother prays during 
the child’s conception, pregnancy and birth, she 
gives it spiritual birth as well as physical birth – she 
gives birth to a spiritual being. There were many 
atheists in Russia, but the worst atheists were the 
children of priests. We must make sure that we 
bring up children in such a way that they do not 
regard Orthodoxy as difficult and burdensome. 
  
Parents ought not to neglect their children much on 
account of services and sermons. Also, many 
Greek parents in England do not allow their 
children to go round with English children. This is 
a bad thing. The child has to learn how to live in a 
community with different people. 
 The general view on bringing up children is as 
follows: care is needed prior to marriage. The 
choice of a suitable spouse must be made 
with prayer. The couple ought to begin their life 
with zeal, and with prayer that God might enlighten 
the children that will be born so that they become 
His own children. As they bring up their children 
they ought, with discretion, to give them freedom 

and allow them to go on their way. We should not 
use the word ‘forbid’, even as regards leisure 
activities. How they behave in secondary matters is 
less important than whether they love Christ. So 
that they may love Christ, we ought not to talk to 
them psychologically and theologically in stilted 
language, but to pray inwardly in our heart. When 
the parents have God’s grace within them, the 
children sense it. 
  
There should be open discussions within the home. 
Also, the atmosphere of prayer ought to prevail, not 
just an atmosphere of words. We should form our 

children. And formation, according to 
the Church, means giving form – the 
form of Christ. 
  
It is good for children to have contact 
and meetings with lots of young 
people. Because in this way they will 
realise that relations with the opposite 
sex are not confined to the carnal level, 
as happens in marriage. 
 In the past matchmaking was 
prevalent. Now personal acquaintance 
predominates. It is not so important 

what happens, but whatever happens must be done 
with prayer. 
 Freedom does not mean “Do what you like”, but 
“Do what you like within limits”. In other words, 
we discuss with the children; we do not express 
surprise and amazement at every bad thing they do. 
And in some secondary matters we leave them to 
do as they like. If a child wants to go to a party, we 
should tell him or her: “Pray, and do whatever God 
enlightens you to do.” And we should add: “I shall 
not hold it against you if you go to the party after 
praying.” In this way we develop their sense of 
responsibility and their relationship with Christ. 
We teach them to pray to God about everything 
they do. 
Freedom plays a major role in bringing up children. 
 We should pray God to give inspiration. God 
enlightens everyone, especially mothers, and gives 
them inspiration. This is the only way we can bring 
up children. 
 In the Old Testament God made known His will 
negatively through the law, through ‘not’ and ‘no’ 
– “Thou shalt not kill” and so on. The people were 
tormented and lost hope because they could not put 
it into practice, and they cried out: “Come, Thou 
Messiah, and save us.” In this way the law became 
“a tutor to bring us to Christ” 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Pictures from Holy Weeks and Pascha 2018  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Faith and Friendship 
 
March 29, 1978 
 
He that hateth Me hateth My Father also. 
John 15:23 
 
So, my dear friend, we are halfway along the road 
on which we started together that first Wednesday 
before the Lenten Fast, called “Cheese-fare Week.” 
On that occasion the call of Jesus resounded for the 
first time in your ears, hungry for truth; and your 
soul, yearning for the absolute, followed it. 
At that point I was alone, but I knew that my voice 
was not one crying in the 
wilderness, for the words were 
those of Jesus. I knew that the 
words with which I called you, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord; 
make his paths straight into your 
hearts (Matt. 3:3), would 
penetrate your ears. And I was 
not mistaken. For look, how 
many we are today to confess, 
even if only within our hearts, 
faith in Christ and love for one 
another. 
Why have I been calling you, my 
friend, and why have I put my 
soul into your hands, young one? Why have I 
believed in you to the point of implicating you in 
my actions of faith, and even to the point of placing 
my very life on the line for you? 
Why? Because my spirit knew your soul even 
before you heard my words or even before we set 
eyes on each other. I knew of your disquiet and 
troubles, of your unhappiness and suffering. I 
understood long ago that your badness was but a 
shield against the world, and that your bravado was  

                                                
1 The exact wording in the typed manuscript is unclear. It 
surely refers to the justification of the existence of various 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
but a defense for your wounds. For you are my 
friend; we are bound together by a friendship  
which no one and nothing can destroy, because our 
freedom is guaranteed by Jesus Himself. And  
our love is founded upon the Resurrected One, 
Who says to us, Henceforth I call you not servants, 
for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth; but 
I have called you friends, for all things that I have 
heard of My Father I have made known unto you 
(John 15:15). 
Who has ever confessed such truths to you? On all 
sides you are surrounded by an atmosphere of 
secrecy, as within a conspiracy devised by the 
powerful of the day. A selective network prevents 
anything reaching you other than that which 

subjugates you to a certain idea 
or imposed concept. Where is 
your freedom to choose and 
where is the power of your 
word? Where is the exercise of 
that noble freedom given to you 
by God, based upon having the 
satisfaction of fulfilling your 
responsibility in history? Why 
then am I surprised that you do 
not know what this freedom is 
or how to use it? Why should I 
be amazed that you actually 
know nothing of friendship or 
love, or to whom to give them 

or how to preserve them? 
Who in this world would be your true friend, or 
who would give his soul for you? In any social 
group to which you would belong, you are always 
excluded by the fundamental arguments 
themselves, which justify its existence as a social 
phenomenon.1 Every exclusion based on these 
grounds puts you in the position of a slave. It is a 
social and philosophical secret which you are far 
from understanding. You are offered only the 

social groups. The attempt to avoid the Marxist terminology, 
“social class,” is obvious.—ROM. ED. 

Father Gheoghe Calciu Seven Homilies for Youth  
4th  Homily  

 
Fr. Gheorghe Calciu was imprisoned in the worst communist prison, which was referred as “the hell of Pitesti.” He 
wrote the seven homilies for youth students from Politechnical and Technological Universities and he delivered these 
homilies starting every Wednesday (starting cheese fair week) during Great Lent. He truly believed God allowed him 
to deliver all seven homilies before he was imprisoned again. He mentioned he felt these words were inspired by Holy 
Spirit. Every Monday and Tuesday he didn't have any idea about he would write but Tuesday night when he stayed 
at his desk the words just flew and he managed to write each homily for the youth. 

 



 
conclusion, authoritatively. Yet, if you were unfit 
to learn the road by which the conclusion came, 
how can you be fit to know the conclusion itself? 
And if you are fit to know the way, then why the 
mystery? Is someone afraid of your right to judge? 
or of your freedom? or of your friendship? Could 
religion or faith be an object of prohibition? 
Slavery to ideas is as serious a form of slavery as 
any other. But Jesus offers you, through His 
Church, the deep mystery of His Divinity and His 
friendship. You are no longer called a slave but a 
friend, because you discover the mystery of Divine 
things. 
You have avoided choosing Jesus as your friend for 
too long. Perhaps you were afraid of the ocean of 
spiritual freedom into which you would have to 
plunge. But Jesus has chosen you to hear His voice. 
He did so a long time ago: Ye have not chosen Me, 
but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye 
should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain (John 15:16). 
The choice was made long ago, for Jesus has 
always loved you, young friend, but now you have 
responded to His call. In responding you are 
ordained to go and bear fruit that will remain. To 
be a prophet of Christ in the world in which you 
live; to love your neighbor as yourself and to make 
each man your friend; to proclaim through your 
every action this unique 
and limitless love which 
has raised man from the 
level of a slave to that of a 
friend of God; to be the 
prophet of this liberating 
love which delivers you 
from all constraint, giving 
you back wholly to 
yourself so you can offer 
yourself freely to God. 
The most humiliating 
bondage is that which 
forbids you any 
theological flight, any 
attempt to transcend the 
immanent and its 
captivity. “You are a slave of my will,” it seems to 
say to you, “and my will forbids you to believe in 
anything other than what I direct you to believe.” 
Why are you forbidden the right to leave the space 
in which you are kept a prisoner of feelings and 

                                                
2 Scinteia Tineretului (Young People’s Spark) was the 
Romanian Communist Party youth paper.—ED. 

reason? Why is only that which belongs to this 
dimension imposed upon you as reality and the rest 
dismissed and decreed as fiction? And 
subsequently, why are you not allowed to penetrate 
this so-called fiction with your own knowledge and 
thus shatter it? Is it that there lies somewhere the 
fear that this “fiction” is more real than that which 
is imposed upon you as “reality”? 
A philosophical or theological system, especially if 
it is a way of life, cannot be destroyed from outside. 
From this standpoint it remains unassailable to its 
besieger. Phrases like “religion is the opium of the 
people,” or “religion was created by the exploiting 
classes,” cannot even raise a smile today. They are 
purely and simply ignored. 
Yet you, for you are young, are asked to take 
seriously the half-baked arguments of the atheist 
“bible” or the anti-catechism [column] from 
Scinteia Tineretului,2 which hold fast only because 
of the prohibition preventing you from responding 
to them. In Christ freedom means liberation from 
sin and death, but on the social level—the struggle 
for ideas. In our country atheism takes a forced 
course, becoming more and more narrow. But life 
does not lie in the authority of the state. Faith, 
however, is on full wing, for it is a fact of life. 
Authoritarianism creates bondage, faith gives 
freedom. 

I read in Contemporanul3 
(November 11, 1977) an 
article entitled “With 
Atheists on Religion,” 
which contained 
declarations of some 
young people in an 
interview carried out by 
the magazine reporter. 
Every investigation into 
religion is for us a source 
of disquiet and fear 
because, according to 
officialdom, to be a 
believer is tantamount to 
betrayal of one’s country. 
Nevertheless, in this 

interview the young people, who were all Party 
members, replied according to their beliefs, and 
their faith made them free. I suggest that you all 
read this article in Contemporanul—the official 
literary organ of the materialist ideology of the 

3 Contemporanul (The Contemporary) is a Romanian literary 
maga-zine.—Ed 



 
Romanian Communist Party. You will see there 
that the young people interviewed set themselves 
free from the bondage of terror that would have 
made them hide their true Faith and declare formal 
statements about atheism. They overcame their 
instinct of self-preservation and affirmed publicly 
and courageously their Faith and the freedom to 
choose it. They openly chose Christ and His 
Church. All were young people like you, my friend, 
as good and generous as you, as brave as you. They 
were our friends. As a consequence, some of you 
wrote them precious words of encouragement, 
through which you wanted to tell them that they 
were not alone, that the best believe as they do, love 
as they do, and wish to express themselves as freely 
as they have done. 
Friend, we are bound by the infinite love of Christ. 
Our faith in Him binds us together as One Body. 
Our common friendship binds us together, for we 
are all Christ’s friends. Do not be afraid to affirm 
that you are His friend. Do not be afraid to reject an 
atheist ideology which has no other aim than to kill 
your soul as a metaphysical entity, or to cripple it 
within you. Do not be afraid to affirm that our 
nation has been Orthodox Christian since its 
inception, and that thirty years of enforced atheism 
and imposed [anti-Christian] propaganda cannot 
stop our people’s aspiration towards the absolute. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Believe and love. Faith will make you free; love 
will unite you. You will be free in union with Jesus, 
and you will abide in His love. 

See how high you have soared, my friend; you are 
now a friend of Christ! For this I love you, young 
one; for this I believe in you. 
 
Radu Voda Church 
 
Third Wednesday of Great Lent 
March 29, 1978 
 
 "To read the remaining three Homilies, please see 
Fr. George Calciu: Interviews, Homilies, and 
Talks, published by the St. Herman of Alaska 
Brotherhood, and available 
at: https://www.sainthermanmonastery.com/produ
 ct-p/fgc.htm" 
 
 

 
[1] Noam Chomsky (born 1928): a famous American linguist, the father 
of generative grammar.—Rom. Ed. 
[2] Every Christian is, by virtue of the Mystery of Baptism, a son of God, 
not by being, but through adoption. In this context, “glorifying” has the 
meaning of theosis. “God became man so that man also becomes God. Not 
God by nature, but by grace” (St. Athanasius the Great).—Rom. Ed. 
   

We thank Nick Thomo and Tom Dowling for the Swing set project 
and welcome Holy Archangel Michael church’ children to enjoy it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is a lot is discussion going on right now on 
death, how we understand dying and what we are 
to say about those who are biologically dead 
already. There are related questions like praying for 
people who have departed this life. We Orthodox 
people just love to have memorial services. We 
have the Divine Liturgy and nobody is there, but 
when we have a Memorial Service the church is 
packed. 
I will now make some very simple points, which I 
think are clearly the teaching of our Orthodox 
Church…. I am not giving just my 
opinion; I am giving my opinion 
about what I believe the Church is 
teaching us…. 
The Holy Scripture is our basic 
authority of faith and is the witness 
of what the Christian faith is, and 
our tradition is an interpretation and 
understanding of Scripture. Our 
tradition is a way of understanding 
the Scripture and has a sense of 
which even the Scripture itself is a 
testimony to the tradition of faith or 
the kanonaspisteos (the rule of 
faith) that even antedated the writing of Scripture. 
Because, certainly there was the Christian faith 
before the writing of the New Testament 
Scriptures, which are basically interpretations of 
the Old Testament Scriptures. By the way, when 
the New Testament says "the Scriptures" it means 
what we call the " Old Testament", which includes 
the Law, Psalms, and the Prophets. 
 
What do Orthodox Christians teach about 
death and what happens when we die? 
 
It is beyond any doubt that we Christians are 
convinced that we are created for life; it is not 
God's will that we die. God doesn't want death; He 
wants life. In the Scripture, death is the enemy. The 
Apostle Paul even calls death, "the last enemy". 
Death is not natural, not a natural part of our life 
and not willed by God. The Wisdom of Solomon, 
which for us is part of the Bible, says very clearly, 
"God did not create death". Death comes into the 
world as a rebellion against God. Death comes into  

 
 
 
 
 
the world because people do not choose life, but 
choose death, darkness, and themselves over God. 
St. Athanasios said, "if you choose yourself you are 
choosing nothing, because that what you are  
without God", since we are created out of nothing. 
For God gives our whole life to us, Who is the 
living God and the only One Who lives. 
It is our teaching that death results from human 
rebellion against God from the beginning and with 
the help of the demons (who are lovers of death, 
darkness and evil). The Bible teaches actually 

teaches kind of a 'package plan', 
you have God, truth, life and glory, 
or you have the demons, darkness, 
death, satan, sin, corruption, 
ugliness and rot. This is the basic 
reality, and there is no middle path. 
In the eight chapter of the Epistle to 
the Romans, the Apostle Paul says, 
"working in our members is always 
a heterosnomos (another law)". 
Human beings think that they are 
economists, in other words, they 
are 'a law unto themselves', but 
according to the Scriptures we are 
not. Either there is the law (nomos) 

of Christ, which the Apostle Paul calls the law of 
the Holy Spirit and Life in his Epistle to the 
Romans, or there is the law of sin and death. There 
is either one law or the other that works, if it isn't 
the one it is the other. Here we interpret the Genesis 
story as the choice of death. Furthermore, it is even 
not strictly Orthodox to think of sin as a corrupted 
choice or making the wrong choice. I believe that 
our teaching is that the problem is not whether it is 
right or wrong but choice itself (as taught by St. 
Maximos the Confessor), because if you are a 
creature you have no choice. 
If there is God and God is God and God is the living 
God and God is Who He is, our only choice is to 
give up our choice and listen to and obey Him. This 
is very important to understand, because the 
modern people think that the more choices they 
have and the more they deliberate the more the 
freer they are, however this is not Biblical. What 
we say is that if there is God, at any given moment 
the only choice we have is to give up choice and 
obey Him, listen to Him, trust Him, to love Him 

This is a transcript of a talk given by Fr. Thomas Hopko in 
Brisbane Australia during October, 1999. 

Orthodox Christians teach about death 
 



 
and to believe Him. The primordial sin is exactly 
saying "no, I will not obey, trust or love God. I will 
do it my way". You know what takes place when 
you do it your way; you perish and die. That is 
where death comes from. Where there is 
obedience, love and trust in God, there cannot be 
death... 
It is interesting in the Genesis story, God did 
not say to Adam and Eve, "eat of the tree and I will 
kill you". He said, "you must not eat from the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil", meaning 
choice rather than obedience, "for when you eat of 
it you will surely die", for it is sin 
that kills you. God doesn't kill 
anybody, in that sense; we kill 
ourselves. So, the minute we take 
our life in our own hands to do 
what we want to do, and do not 
obey God, basically we commit 
suicide. Furthermore, we put that 
death over to our children who are 
born in the same condition of 
death when born into the world. 
That is what the 'ancestral sin' is 
all about…  
The whole Old Testament, which 
includes the Law, Psalms and 
Prophets, is really about teaching 
people the will of God to 
reconstruct a rebellious humanity 
in order that ultimately death can 
be destroyed. …. For example, Psalm 118 (119) 
that is read in our funeral service and on the night 
of Holy Saturday before Pascha says, "Blessed are 
the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of 
the Lord! Blessed are those who keep His 
testimonies, who seek Him with the whole heart!"  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Then the Psalm continues "If I keep I Your law, I 
find life in it and I cannot die". That is way it is read 
over the body of the dead Jesus, because He is the 
only One who kept the Law of God completely, and 
therefore could not die. 
What we believe is that Jesus Christ our Saviour 
came into the world in order to die. He is the only 
One who came in order to die so that He can 
transform death itself into a victory through His 
death. He is the only One, the only Person, and the 
only Human who has ever been born in order to die. 
He is also the only Human who is the Son of God, 

who is divine as the same divinity 
as the Father, …Who comes 
exactly into the world for one 
purpose; to destroy the work of the 
devil and death, and to give us life. 
Before the coming of Christ, 
according to the Bible, everyone is 
caught by death, no matter how 
good or bad they were. We can 
even say to this day that is the 
truth. Biologically, we are all dead; 
we are a room of dead people. It is 
a good idea once in a while to 
remember that….  
The problem, however, is that in 
our time death has been so 
naturalized nobody will even think 
of it as an enemy. In much 
literature it is considered the last 

stage of life, normal, or you go into some sort of 
light somewhere, and if you are tired of this life or 
this world you call some doctor to end your life. 
However, for Biblical Christians, that is absolutely 
not the teaching. 
 
To be continued…. next Monthly Bulletin…. 
  

We would like to Thank all those who donated to the Healthy School Snack 
Project for Charlton Street School and West Street School in Southbridge for the 

school year of 2017-2018. We will start donations again in September 2018.  
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5 
St. Ephraim from Nea 
Makri 
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Matins 
9:00am 
 
Divine Liturgy 
10:00am 

7 
 

8 
 
St. John the 
Theologian 

 

9 
 
  
 
 
 

10 
 
St. Apostle Simon the 
Zealot 
 

11 
  

St. Cyril & 
Methodius 

12 
 
Divine Liturgy  
9:00am 
(Memorial Service 
following Liturgy 10:00am) 
 
Vespers, Litia 
6:00pm 

13 
 
Matins 
9:00am 
 
Divine Liturgy 
10:00am 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 
 
 
Vespers, Litia 
6:00pm 

17 
 
Ascension of Our 
Lord 

 

18 
 
 

19 
 
Divine Liturgy  
9:00am 
(Memorial Service 
following Liturgy 10:00am) 
 
Vespers, Litia 
6:00pm 

20 
 
Matins 
9:00am 
 
Divine Liturgy 
10:00am 
 
 
Vespers, Litia 
6:00pm  
 

21 
 
Sts. Constantine 
and Helen 
 
Matins 
9:00am 
 
Divine Liturgy 
10:00am 
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Paraklesis of 
Theotokos 
6:00pm 
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Divine Liturgy  
9:00am 
(Memorial Service 
following Liturgy 10:00am) 
 
Vespers, Litia 
6:00pm 

27 
Pentecost 
 
Matins 
9:00am 
 
Divine Liturgy 
10:00am  
 
Vespers, Litia 
6:00pm  
 

28 
Holy Trinity 
 
Matins 
9:00am 
 
Divine Liturgy 
10:00am 
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30 
 
 
 
Paraklesis of 
Theotokos 
6:00pm 

31  
 
 

 
 
 

 


