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St. Nina was born in Cappadocia and 

was the only daughter of pious and noble 
parents—the Roman general Zabulon, a 
relative of the great martyr St. George, and 
Susanna, sister of the patriarch of 
Jerusalem. When St. Nina was twelve 
years old, she traveled with her parents to 
the holy city of Jerusalem. Here her father 
Zabulon obtained the patriarch's blessing 
to serve God as a monk. Susanna was 
appointed by her brother the patriarch at 
a church to serve the poor and the sick, 
and Nina was given to a certain pious old 
woman, Nianfora, for upbringing. ..When, 
with tears, she would read the Gospel 

story of the Crucifixion of our Savior, her 
thoughts often rested on the fate of the 
Lord's robe. She asked her teacher about 
its present location, for she felt sure that 
such a holy object could not have been 
lost. Nianfora told St. Nina that to the 
northeast of Jerusalem was the country of 
Iberia, and in it the city Mtskheta, and that 
there, according to tradition, the Lord's 
robe had been taken by the soldier who 
had won it by lot at Christ's crucifixion. ... 

The old woman's words went deep 
into the heart of St. Nina, and many days 
and nights she spent in ardent prayer to 
the Most Holy Virgin Mother of God that 
she might be found worthy to see Iberia; 
...and to preach the holy name of Christ to 
those peoples who did not know Him. And 
the most Blessed Mother of God heard the 
prayer of Her servant. She appeared to St. 
Nina in a dream and said: 

"Go to Iberia and tell there the Good 
Tidings of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and 
you will find favor before the Lord; and I 
will be for you a shield against all visible 
and invisible enemies. By the strength of 
this cross, you will erect in that land the 
saving banner of faith in My beloved Son 

and Lord." 
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When she finally arrived in Georgia, 

Saint Nina was greeted by a group of 

Mtskhetan shepherds near Lake Paravani, 

and she received a blessing from God to 

preach to the pagans of this region..... 

then traveled to Mtskheta with a group of 

Georgians who were making a pilgrimage 

to venerate the pagan idol Armazi. There 

she watched with great sadness as the 

Georgian people trembled before the 

idols. She was exceedingly sorrowful and 

prayed to the Lord, “O Lord, send down 

Thy mercy upon this nation......” 

Suddenly a violent wind began to blow and 

hail fell from the sky, shattering the pagan 

statues. The terrified worshipers fled, 

scattering across the city. 

Saint Nina made her home beneath a 

bramble bush in the garden of the king, 

with the family of the royal gardener. The 

gardener and his wife were childless, but 

through Saint Nino’s prayers God granted 

them a child. The couple rejoiced 

exceedingly, declared Christ to be the True 

God, and became disciples of Saint Nina. 

.... 

King Mirian, a pagan, was not at all 

pleased with the great impression Saint 

Nina’s preaching had made on the 

Georgian nation. One day while he was out 

hunting, he resolved to kill all those who 

followed Christ... But in the midst of the 

hunt, it suddenly became very dark. All 

alone, King Mirian became greatly afraid 

and prayed in vain for the help of the 

pagan gods. When his prayers went 

unanswered, he finally lost hope and, 

miraculously, he turned to Christ: “God of 

Nino, illumine this night for me and guide 

my footsteps, and I will declare Thy Holy 

Name. I will erect a cross and venerate it 

and I will construct for Thee a temple. I 

vow to be obedient to Nina and to the 

Faith of the Roman people!”Suddenly the 

night was transfigured, the sun shone 

radiantly, and King Mirian gave great 

thanks to the Creator. When he returned 

to the city, he immediately informed Saint 

Nina of his decision. As a result of the 

unceasing labors of Equal-to-the-Apostles 

Nina, Georgia was established as a nation 

solidly rooted in the Christian Faith. 

Saint Nina reposed in the village of 

Bodbe in eastern Georgia and, according 

to her will, she was buried in the place 

where she took her last breath.  

Source: (https://oca.org/saints/lives) 

 

 

Early morning on April 2, 2013 I 
looked down at my phone and saw a text 

Saint Paisios of 

Mt. Athos 
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from Jeremiah’s mother Patti, “Jeremiah 
was in a bad car accident. We are on the 
way to the hospital.” Jeremiah was 23 
years old at the time. .. 

I rushed to the hospital. Soon the 
rest of Jeremiah’s family arrived and we 
got the news. ... Jeremiah’s car hit the 
curb, rolled three times, and the 
paramedics found him sitting outside the 
car barely conscious. He had multiple skull 
fractures, slipped into unconsciousness 
and was laying on the gurney in the 
emergency room. 

I told the family that this was a 
desperate time but in desperate times we 
pray and we are going to ask God to save 
Jeremiah. Then we prayed and I anointed 
Jeremiah with oil. ... 

The next three days were touch and 
go. We did not know if Jeremiah was going 
to live. Meanwhile, Dimitri, a friend of 
Jeremiah’s in Greece heard about the 
accident and told Jeremiah’s sister Emily 
about Elder Paisios, particularly how the 
Elder helped many young people in car 
accidents in Greece who suffered brain 
injuries. Dimitri told Emily what to do. Get 
a picture of Elder Paisios (Dimitri sent one 
by email) and put it in his hospital room 
and ask for his direct intercession. I pinned 
the picture on the bed near the side of 
Jeremiah’s head that was injured. We 
started to ask for the Elder’s intercession 
on Jeremiah’s behalf to God. A week later 
the oil arrived that Dimitri sent from the 
monastery where the Elder spent his last 
days in Greece and we anointed Jeremiah 
with it. Through Dimitri, Elder Paisios came 
to us. 

Thousands of prayers were said for 
Jeremiah and we added ours to them. I 
could tell the day that Elder Paisios joined 
in, or at least when I became aware he was 
with us. It was as if the weight of the 
prayers lifted somehow... This happened 
on the third day. We could sense the 
Elder’s presence and strength with us. 
Some nurses remarked they could feel a 
power in Jeremiah’s room. 

 We prayed and anointed Jeremiah 
daily. This was a particularly difficult time 
for his family but hope did not wane even 
though there were times of doubt and 
exhaustion. Jeremiah was in an induced 
coma for five weeks to give his brain time 
to heal and we waited with great 
anticipation for his return to consciousness 
so that we could get a sense of the extent 
of his injuries and healing. 

Finally the time came to wean him 
off his medication. It would take three 
days for the sedation to clear his body. On 
the third day Jeremiah’s awareness 
returned. A test of a person’s brain 
function after a serious injury is whether 
he can respond to commands. ....... 

Recovery was steady and after a few 
months Jeremiah was released from the 
hospital and went to the Shepherd Center 
in Atlanta, Georgia (a hospital specializing 
in brain injuries). There the doctors openly 
said that his survival and the extent of his 
healing was a miracle. On August 15, 2013 
the portion of his skull that was removed a 
few days after his accident (to allow the 
brain to swell) was reattached. The 
surgeon told Jeremiah that 95% of his 
patients who had the kind of injury that he 
experienced do not survive. The other 5% 
another doctor told me are usually 



 

institutionalized for the rest of their lives. 
.... 

We are filled with gratitude to God and His 
servant Elder Paisios for Jeremiah’s 
healing.  

Fr. Johannes L. Jacobse 

December 18, 2013,Naples, Florida USA 

_____________________________ 

Source: 
(http://stpeterorthodoxchurch.com/a-
miracle-by-elder-paisios/) 

 

 
 

Liturgical Schedule 

Tuesday 
January, 17 

8.30 am  Divine Liturgy, Saint Anthony the Great 

Wednesday 
January, 18 

18:00 pm Paraklesis of Theotokos 

Friday 
January 20 

 
8.30 am 

 
Divine Liturgy 

Saturday 
January, 21 

8.30 am 
5.00 pm 

Liturgy 
Vespers  

Sunday 
January, 22 

8.30 am 
9.30 am 

Matins 
Divine Liturgy 

 

Announcements: 
 

 January 29th, General Meeting 

 Alternate Sunday School 

 House blessing upon request 

 January 27th, March for life. Sign up for a 2017 March for Life bus 
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