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Troparion (Resurrection), Tone 3 

Let the Heavens rejoice; let earthly things 

be glad; for the Lord hath wrought might 

with His arm, He hath trampled upon 

death by death. The first-born of the dead 

hath He become. From the belly of Hades 

hath He delivered us, and hath granted 

great mercy to the world. 

 

The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter 

to the Corinthians 8:8-13; 9:1-2 

Brethren, food will not commend us to 
God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, 
and no better off if we do. Only take care 
lest this liberty of yours somehow become 
a stumbling block to the weak. For if any 
one sees you, a man of knowledge, at 
table in an idol's temple, might he not be 

encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to 
eat food offered to idols? And so by your 
knowledge this weak man is destroyed, 
the brother for whom Christ died. Thus, 
sinning against your brethren and 
wounding their conscience when it is 
weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if 
food is a cause of my brother's falling, I will 
never eat meat, lest I cause my brother to 
fall. 

Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I 
not seen Jesus our Lord? Are not you my 
workmanship in the Lord? If to others I am 
not an apostle, at least I am to you; for you 
are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. 

 

 

The Gospel According to  
Matthew 25 : 31-46 

The Lord said, "When the Son of man 
comes in his glory and all the holy angels 
with him, then he will sit on his glorious 
throne. Before him will be gathered all the 
nations, and he will separate them one 
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from another as a shepherd separates the 
sheep from the goats, and he will place 
the sheep at his right hand, but the goats 
at the left. Then the king will say to those 
at his right hand, 'Come, O blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world; for I 
was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, I was 
naked and you clothed me, I was sick and 
you visited me, I was in prison and you 
came to me.' Then the righteous will 
answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you 
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give 
you drink? And when did we see you a 
stranger and welcome you, or naked and 
clothe you? And when did we see you sick 
or in prison and visit you?' And the King 
will answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as 
you did it to one of the least of these my 
brethren, you did it to me.' Then he will 
say to those at his left hand, 'Depart from 
me, you cursed, into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels; for I 
was hungry and you gave me no food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I 
was a stranger and you did not welcome 
me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick 
and in prison and you did not visit me.' 
Then they also will answer, 'Lord, when did 
we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger 
or naked or sick or in prison, and did not 
minister to you?' Then he will answer 
them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did it not 
to one of the least of these, you did it not 
to me.' And they will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal 
life." 

 

Reflection - Life after death… 
Mysteries beyond the grave - from a 

talk with Fr. Thomas Hopko  

…We do not live this life for clothes, health 
and wealth. We live this life taking on the 
Cross of Christ loving God with the love 
which Jesus Christ and God has loved us, 
so that we can trample down death 
ourselves by faith and grace through Jesus 
Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit 
given to us. So we have to live now as 
dead people and if we do not live as dead 
people to this world we are not Christians.  

So we are all already dead. It is our 
teaching that we Christians who die, we 
die in the hope that we will enter into the 
glory that Jesus already has at the right 
hand of the Father and that we will be 
alive in Him until the end of the ages… So 
we can say in Jesus everyone is raised from 
the dead, everyone's sins are forgiven, and 
everyone is saved whether they want it or 
not, like it or not, or know it. If you want it, 
like it and know it is paradise and joy in life 
itself. If you don't, it is hell. Hell and 
paradise begins when we die… If they 
resist and do not want it, that very same 
experience is torment. They are tormented 
by the evils that they cling to, tormented 
by the devils they serve in place of the 
living God, and they are tormented by all 
of the evil spirits instead of the Holy Spirit 
that are in their life. Furthermore, they are 
even tormented by the presence of Christ 
who loves, forgives and invites them into 
Paradise. Yet they do not want to come 
still thinking that they belong there. That is 
how they are not there with the just and 
righteous. That seems to be the picture 
that we have from the Holy Scripture. 



 

When we die, is there a post-mortem 
repentance? Is there purification after we 
die? Can we change our mind after our 
earthly life is over? Here I think the 
simplest answer would be that death is the 
finally test. Christian life has only one 
purpose, to trample down death by death 
through the grace of God. So the 
transfiguration of death is where 
everything is proved, and how we die 
proves everything. Anything that we do up 
until that moment is prepared for that 
moment. … As it is clearly the Orthodox 
teaching that death is the moment of 
truth, death therefore also is the final 
judgement on our life and it is the final 
chance and opportunity. 

… However, I believe that from the Holy 
Scripture, the lives of the Saints and the 
funeral service tell us that in the process of 
dying and entering into the presence of 
the risen Christ we have to be purified 
from everything that is contrary to life, 
God and truth in that particular activity…. 

The teaching of the Scripture is that death 
is a cathartic process …at the end of which 
you are either with God for ever or away 
from God forever tormenting yourself with 
the demons and being tormented by the 
love of God that is still upon you even 
though you are an unrepentant sinner. St. 
Isaac the Syrian said that there is no 
greater torment than to be scourged with 
the scourge of love. 

The punishment comes from our own evil 
and the love of God upon us when we 
reject it. God is not torturing or punishing 
us  

The Orthodox teaching is that we do have 
to be tested by every possible demon and 

be victorious over that demon by the grace 
of God, the intercessions of the Saints….. 
The right interpretation is that, as taught 
by many holy fathers such as St. John 
Klimacus and Athanasios, death is the 
moment of truth and every demon is going 
to try to get you to apostatise, hate God 
and try to make you cling to corporeal 
things. They would like to stop you from 
letting go of everything so that you can 
only love God and let God save you. So the 
tests will see if we hang on to our pride, 
arrogance and so on…That is going on all 
the time, but the teaching is that it 
intensifies at the very moment of death.  

Therefore, the prayers at the very moment 
of death are important  and we have 
special prayers for dying people. We have 
two canons and a funeral service. In our 
Church it takes 40 days to die. 

Some people say, "Well, when you die it is 
too late and it is certainly too late for us to 
pray for a person. Why should I pray for 
my mother and father who have departed 
this life?... Here our Church would say this, 
"As long as I am alive in this world, it isn't 
over for me. And I don't know what is 
going on out there, but if I love my mother 
and father and even my worst enemy, and 
I know that they are dying and they are 
going into the presence of the Lord, and 
have to pass this incredible test and have 
to really come to love and have faith in 
God, then I will pray for them will all my 
heart and soul. I will pray to my last brief 
that God's mercy and love would be 
accepted by them and that they would be 
saved". But I also have to say this, our 
Church teaches that God hears our prayers 
before we even pray them. … That prayer 
becomes part of the whole divine 
providence for my mother and father and 



 

others we pray for. Therefore, it isn't too 
late for God, because God hears our 
prayers whenever we make them for all 
eternity, and they have an effect upon the 
whole of creation. ... So if I pray now for 
my parents, I am obviously going to pray 
for them as being already asleep in the 
Lord, because they are biologically dead. 

Although I believe that they are alive in 
God and sometimes I must say have mercy 
on them.  

That is why we can have memorial services 
and pray. It is not that we have one more 
memorial service and bingo dad gets into 
heaven. That is not our teaching.  

 
Liturgical Schedule for this week 

 
Wednesday 
February, 14 

6:00pm Paraklesis 

Saturday 
February, 17 

9:00am 
6:00 pm 

Divine Liturgy and Memorial services 
Vespers and Litia 

Sunday 
February, 18 

9:00am 
10:00am 
6:00pm 

Matins 
Divine Liturgy 
Great Complaine 

 
Announcements: 

 Happy Birthday for Gloria Giavara, Melania and Joshua 

Collazo. 

 Today – General Assembly Meeting after coffee hour.  

 Today is Meatfare Sunday, it is the last day meat is 

allowed before Pascha. This coming week is called 

Cheesefare week. Dairy, eggs and fish are allowed all 

days including  fasting days. 

 February 11th –18th - New collection for Snacks for the 

schools.  Contact Sandra Nasto or presbitera. 

 Altar candles donated in the memory of Tomak Foto, 

for one year memorial.  

 Coffee hour sponsored by Joseph and Evangelia Collazo 

(Jose and Destiny). 
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