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Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode 4. 

Having learned the joyful 
proclamation of the Resurrection 
from the angel, and having cast off 
the ancestral condemnation, the 
women disciples spake to the 
Apostles triumphantly: Death is 
despoiled and Christ God is risen, 
granting great mercy unto the world. 

Seasonal Kontakion. Mode 4. 

Let us flee the Pharisee’s conceited 
vaunting; let us learn the Publican’s 
humility, and cry with groans unto 
the Saviour: Thou Who alone art 
swiftly reconciled, be gracious unto 
us.   
 

Prokeimenon. Mode 4. 
Psalm 103.24,1 

O Lord, how manifold are your works. You 
have made all things in wisdom. 

Verse: Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

The reading is from St. Paul's Second Letter 
to Timothy 3:10-15 

    TIMOTHY, my son, you have 
observed my teaching, my conduct, 
my aim in life, my faith, my patience, 
my love, my steadfastness, my 
persecutions, my sufferings, what 
befell me at Antioch, at lconion, and 
at Lystra, what persecutions I 
endured; yet from them all the Lord 
rescued me. Indeed all who desire to 
live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted, while evil men and 
impostors will go on from bad to 
worse, deceivers and deceived. But 
as for you, continue in what you have 
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learned and have firmly believed, 
knowing from whom you learned it 
and how from childhood you have 
been acquainted with the sacred 
writings which are able to instruct 
you for salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus. 

 

The Gospel According to  
Luke 18:10-14 

    The Lord said this parable, "Two 
men went up into the temple to 
pray, one a Pharisee and the other a 
tax collector. The Pharisee stood and 
prayed thus with himself, 'God, I 
thank you that I am not like other 
men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, 
or even like this tax collector. I fast 
twice a week, I give tithes of all that I 
get.' But the tax collector, standing 
far off, would not even lift up his 
eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, 
saying, 'God, be merciful to me a 
sinner!' I tell you, this man went 
down to his house justified rather 
than the other; for everyone who 
exalts himself will be humbled, but 
he who humbles himself will be 
exalted." 

*** 
Word of the week – Reflection 
Sunday of the Publican and the 

Pharisee; Beginning of the Triodion 
    The Pharisees were an ancient and 
outstanding sect among the Jews known 

for their diligent observance of the 
outward matters of the Law. Although, 
according to the word of our Lord, they 
"did all their works to be seen of men" 
(Matt. 23:5), and were hypocrites (ibid. 
23: 13, 14, 15, etc.), because of the 
apparent holiness of their lives they were 
thought by all to be righteous, and 
separate from others, which is what the 
name Pharisee means. On the other 
hand, Publicans, collectors of the royal 
taxes, committed many injustices and 
extortions for filthy lucre's sake, and all 
held them to be sinners and unjust. It 
was therefore according to common 
opinion that the Lord Jesus in His parable 
signified a virtuous person by a Pharisee, 
and a sinner by a Publican, to teach His 
disciples the harm of pride and the profit 
of humble-mindedness. 
    Since the chief weapon for virtue is 
humility, and the greatest hindrance to it 
is pride, the divine Fathers have set these 
three weeks before the Forty-day Fast as 
a preparation for the spiritual struggles 
of virtue. This present week they have 
called Harbinger, since it declares that 
the Fast is approaching; and they set 
humility as the foundation for all our 
spiritual labors by appointing that the 
parable of the Publican and the Pharisee 
be read today, even before the Fast 
begins, to teach, through the vaunting of 
the Pharisee, that the foul smoke of self-
esteem and the stench of boasting drives 
away the grace of the Spirit, strips man 
of all his virtue, and casts him into the 
pits of Hades; and, through the 
repentance and contrite prayer of the 
Publican, that humility confers upon the 
sinner forgiveness of all his wicked deeds 
and raises him up to the greatest heights. 



 

    All foods are allowed the week that 
follows this Sunday. 
 

Hieromartyr Polycarp of Smyrna 
(Feb. 23rd) 

    This apostolic and prophetic man, and 
model of faith and truth, was a disciple 
of John the Evangelist, successor of 
Bucolus (Feb. 6), and teacher of Irenaeus 
(Aug. 23). He was an old man and full of 
days when the fifth persecution was 
raised against the Christians under 
Marcus Aurelius. When his pursuers, 
sent by the ruler, found Polycarp, he 
commanded that they be given 
something to eat and drink, then asked 
them to give him an hour to pray; he 
stood and prayed, full of grace, for two 
hours, so that his captors repented that 
they had come against so venerable a 
man. He was brought by the Proconsul of 
Smyrna into the stadium and was 
commanded, "Swear by the fortune of 
Caesar; repent, and say, 'Away with the 
atheists.'" By atheists, the Proconsul 
meant the Christians. But Polycarp, 
gazing at the heathen in the stadium, 
waved his hand towards them and said, 
"Away with the atheists." When the 
Proconsul urged him to blaspheme 
against Christ, he said: "I have been 
serving Christ for eighty-six years, and He 
has wronged me in nothing; how can I 
blaspheme my King Who has saved me?" 
But the tyrant became enraged at these 
words and commanded that he be cast 
into the fire, and thus he gloriously 
expired about the year 163. As Eusebius 
says, "Polycarp everywhere taught what 
he had also learned from the Apostles, 
which also the Church has handed down; 

and this alone is true" (Eccl. Hist., Book 
IV, ch. 14,15). 
 
 

First and Second Finding of the 
Venerable Head of St. John the Baptist 

(Feb. 24th) 
    The first finding came to pass during 
the middle years of the fourth century, 
through a revelation of the holy 
Forerunner to two monks, who came to 
Jerusalem to worship our Saviour's 
Tomb. One of them took the venerable 
head in a clay jar to Emesa in Syria. After 
his death it went from the hands of one 
person to another, until it came into the 
possession of a certain priest-monk 
named Eustathius, an Arian. Because he 
ascribed to his own false belief the 
miracles wrought through the relic of the 
holy Baptist, he was driven from the cave 
in which he dwelt, and by dispensation 
forsook the holy head, which was again 
made known through a revelation of 
Saint John, and was found in a water jar, 
about the year 430, in the days of the 
Emperor Theodosius the Younger, when 
Uranius was Bishop of Emesa. 
 

Holy Great Martyr Photine, the 
Samaritan Woman (Feb. 26th) 

    Saint Photine was the Samaritan 
Woman who encountered Christ our 
Saviour at Jacob's Well (John 4:1-42). 
Afterwards she laboured in the spread of 
the Gospel in various places, and finally 
received the crown of martyrdom in 
Rome with her two sons and five sisters, 
during the persecutions under the 
Emperor Nero. 
 
From goarch.org 



 

  

 
Liturgical Schedule for this week 

 
Friday 

February 26 
6:00 pm Vespers for Saint Raphael of Brooklyn 

Saturday 
February 27 

10:00 am 
5:00 pm 

Divine Liturgy & Memorial 
Vespers 

Sunday 
February 28 

9:00 am 
10:00 am 

Matins 
Divine Liturgy – Sunday of the Prodigal Son 

 

 
 

Announcements: 

 Happy birthday to Jordan Goulas and Paul Myers (Feb. 24th) and 

Mary Dowling (Feb. 26th). 

 Triodion begins today: This week is fast-free. 

 Bible Study on Revelation: Thursday at 7pm. Please contact Fr. John 

for the link. 

 Remember the Archdiocese Bible Studies and Spiritual seminars see 

website and search for: Bible Study to see program (7 pm Thursdays 

– each Thursday of the month has a special program) 

 School snack drive: Please bring individually-wrapped snacks for the 

local schools. 

 Church cleaning: Please sign up for a time. 
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