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Resurrectional Apolytikion. Grave Mode. 

By Thy Cross Thou didst abolish 
death; to the thief Thou didst open 
Paradise; Thou didst transform the 
myrrh-bearers’ lamentation, and 
didst order Thine Apostles to preach 
that Thou art risen, O Christ our God, 
bestowing great mercy upon the 
world. 
 

 

 
Seasonal Kontakion. Mode 1. 

Thou Who didst sanctify the Virgin’s 
womb by Thy birth, and didst bless 
Symeon’s hands as was meet, by 
anticipation hast even now saved us, 
O Christ God. But grant peace in the 
midst of wars unto Thy 
commonwealth and strengthen the 
hierarchs whom Thou hast loved, O 
only Friend of man.   
 

Prokeimenon. Mode Plagal 4. 
Psalm 18.4,1 

Their voice has gone out into all the earth. 
Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God. 

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the 
Colossians 1:12-18 

    Brethren, we give thanks to the 
Father who has qualified us to share 
in the inheritance of the saints in 
light. He has delivered us from the 
dominion of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of his 
beloved Son, in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
He is the image of the invisible God, 
the first-born of all creation; for in 
him all things were created, in 
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heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or principalities or 
authorities - all things were created 
through him and for him. He is 
before all things, and in him all things 
hold together. He is the head of the 
body, the church; he is the 
beginning, the first-born from the 
dead, that in everything he might be 
preeminent. 

 

The Gospel According to  
Luke 17:12-19 

    At that time, as Jesus entered a 
village, he was met by ten lepers, 
who stood at a distance and lifted up 
their voices and said: "Jesus, Master, 
have mercy on us." When he saw 
them he said to them, "Go and show 
yourselves to the priests." And as 
they went they were cleansed. Then 
one of them, when he saw that he 
was healed, turned back, praising 
God with a loud voice; and he fell on 
his face at Jesus's feet, giving him 
thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 
Then said Jesus: "Were not ten 
cleansed? Where are the nine? Was 
no one found to return and give 
praise to God except this foreigner?" 
And he said to him: "Rise and go your 
way; your faith has made you well." 

*** 
Word of the week – Reflection 

St. Anthony the Great (Jan. 17th) 
    Saint Anthony, the Father of monks, 
was born in Egypt in 251 of pious parents 
who departed this life while he was yet 
young. On hearing the words of the 
Gospel: "If thou wilt be perfect, go and 
sell what thou hast, and give to the poor" 
(Matt. 19:21), he immediately put it into 
action. Distributing to the poor all he 
had, and fleeing from all the turmoil of 
the world, he departed to the desert. 
The manifold temptations he endured 
continually for the span of twenty years 
are incredible. His ascetic struggles by 
day and by night, whereby he mortified 
the uprisings of the passions and 
attained to the height of dispassion, 
surpass the bounds of nature; and the 
report of his deeds of virtue drew such a 
multitude to follow him that the desert 
was transformed into a city, while he 
became, so to speak, the governor, 
lawgiver, and master-trainer of all the 
citizens of this newly-formed city. 
    The cities of the world also enjoyed 
the fruit of his virtue. When the 
Christians were being persecuted and 
put to death under Maximinus in 312, he 
hastened to their aid and consolation. 
When the Church was troubled by the 
Arians, he went with zeal to Alexandria in 
335 and struggled against them in behalf 
of Orthodoxy. During this time, by the 
grace of his words, he also turned many 
unbelievers to Christ. 
    Saint Anthony began his ascetic life 
outside his village of Coma in Upper 
Egypt, studying the ways of the ascetics 
and holy men there, and perfecting 
himself in the virtues of each until he 



 

surpassed them all. Desiring to increase 
his labors, he departed into the desert, 
and finding an abandoned fortress in the 
mountain, he made his dwelling in it, 
training himself in extreme fasting, 
unceasing prayer, and fierce conflicts 
with the demons. Here he remained, as 
mentioned above, about twenty years. 
Saint Athanasius the Great, who knew 
him personally and wrote his life, says 
that he came forth from that fortress 
"initiated in the mysteries and filled with 
the Spirit of God." Afterwards, because 
of the press of the faithful, who deprived 
him of his solitude, he was enlightened 
by God to journey with certain Bedouins, 
until he came to a mountain in the 
desert near the Red Sea, where he 
passed the remaining part of his life. 
    Saint Athanasius says of him that "his 
countenance had a great and wonderful 
grace. This gift also he had from the 
Saviour. For if he were present in a great 
company of monks, and any one who did 
not know him previously wished to see 
him, immediately coming forward he 
passed by the rest, and hurried to 
Anthony, as though attracted by his 
appearance. Yet neither in height nor 
breadth was he conspicuous above 
others, but in the serenity of his manner 
and the purity of his soul." So Passing his 
life, and becoming an example of virtue 
and a rule for monastics, he reposed on 
January 17 in the year 356, having lived 
altogether some 105 years. 

*** 
St. Maximos the Confessor (Jan. 21st) 

    The divine Maximus, who was from 
Constantinople, sprang from an 
illustrious family. He was a lover of 
wisdom and an eminent theologian. At 

first, he was the chief private secretary of 
the Emperor Heraclius and his grandson 
Constans. When the Monothelite heresy 
became predominant in the royal court, 
out of hatred for this error the Saint 
departed for the Monastery at 
Chrysopolis (Scutari), of which he later 
became the abbot. When Constans tried 
to constrain him either to accept the 
Monothelite teaching, or to stop 
speaking and writing against it - neither 
of which the Saint accepted to do - his 
tongue was uprooted and his right hand 
was cut off, and he was sent into exile 
where he reposed in 662. At the time 
only he and his few disciples were 
Orthodox in the East (See also August 
13). 

*** 
Timothy the Apostle of the 70 (Jan. 15th) 
    The Apostle Timothy, who was from 
Lystra of Lycaonia, was born of a Greek 
(that is, pagan) father and a Jewish 
mother. His mother's name was Eunice, 
and his grandmother's name was Lois (II 
Tim. 1:5). He became the disciple of the 
Apostle Paul when the latter first 
preached there, and he followed St. Paul 
during the whole period of the Apostle's 
preaching. Afterwards, Timothy was 
consecrated by him as first Bishop of the 
church in Ephesus. Under the supervision 
of John the Evangelist, who governed all 
the churches in Asia, he completed his 
life as a martyr in the year 97. He was 
stoned to death by the heathens, 
because, as some surmise, he opposed 
the festival held in honor of Artemis 
(Diana). The Apostle Paul's First and 
Second Epistles to Timothy were written 
to him. 
From goarch.org 



 

 

 
 

Liturgical Schedule for this week 
 

Wednesday 
January 20 

6:00 pm Paraklesis 

Saturday 
January 23 

10:00 am 
5:00 pm 

Divine Liturgy & Memorial 
Vespers 

Sunday 
January 24 

9:00 am 
10:00 am 

Matins 
Divine Liturgy 

 

 
 

Announcements: 

 Happy name day to Anthony Rapsomaniki and Antonia Pittsilidis (St. 

Anthony – Jan 20th); Maxim Yanka (St. Maximos – Jan. 21st). 

 Bible Study on Revelation: Thursday at 7pm. Please contact Fr. John 

for the link. 

 School snack drive: Please bring individually-wrapped snacks for the 

local schools. 

 Church cleaning: Please sign up for a time – church cleaning sheet at 

the entrance. 

 General assambly meeting – today after the church in person and 

zoom. 
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