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Resurrectional Apolytikion.  Mode 2. 

When Thou didst descend unto 
death, O Life Immortal, then didst 
Thou slay Hades with the lightning of 
Thy divinity. And when Thou didst 
also raise the dead out of the 
netherworld, all the powers of the 

heavens were crying out: O Giver of 
life, Christ our God, glory be to Thee. 
 
Seasonal Kontakion. Mode 3. 

On this day the Virgin cometh to the 
cave to give birth to God the Word 
ineffably, Who was before all the 
ages. Dance for joy, O earth, on 
hearing the gladsome tidings; with 
the Angels and the shepherds glorify 
Him Who is willing to be gazed on as 
a Young Child Who before the ages is 
God.   
 

Prokeimenon. Mode 4. 
Daniel 3.26,27 

Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our 
fathers. 

Verse: For you are just in all you have done. 

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the 
Colossians 3:4-11 

    Brethren, when Christ who is our 
life appears, then you also will 
appear with him in glory. Put to 
death therefore what is earthly in 
you: fornication, impurity, passion, 
evil desire, and covetousness, which 
is idolatry. On account of these the 
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wrath of God is coming upon the 
sons of disobedience. In these you 
once walked, when you lived in 
them. But now put them all away: 
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and 
foul talk from your mouth. Do not lie 
to one another, seeing that you have 
put off the old nature with its 
practices and have put on the new 
nature, which is being renewed in 
knowledge after the image of its 
creator. Here there cannot be Greek 
and Jew, circumcised and 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 
slave, free man, but Christ is all, and 
in all. 

 

The Gospel According to  
Luke 14:16-24 

    The Lord said this parable: "A man 
once gave a great banquet, and 
invited many; and at the time of the 
banquet he sent his servant to say to 
those who had been invited, 'Come; 
for all is now ready.' But they all alike 
began to make excuses. The first said 
to him, 'I have bought a field, and I 
go out and see it; I pray you, have me 
excused.' And another said, 'I have 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I must 
go to examine them; I pray you, have 
me excused.' And another said, 'I 
have married a wife, and therefore I 
cannot come.' So the servant came 

and reported this to his master. Then 
the householder in anger said to his 
servant, 'Go out quickly to the streets 
and lanes of the city, and bring in the 
poor and maimed and blind and 
lame.' And the servant said, 'Sir, 
what you commanded has been 
done, and there is still room.' And 
the master said to the servant, 'Go 
out to the highways and hedges, and 
compel people to come in, that my 
house may be filled. For I tell you, 
none of those men who were invited 
shall taste my banquet. For many are 
called, but few are chosen.'" 

*** 
Word of the week – Reflection 

St. Herman of Alaska (Dec. 13th) 
    Saint Herman (his name is a variant 
of Germanus) was born near Moscow in 
1756. In his youth he became a monk, 
first at the Saint Sergius Hermitage near 
Saint Petersburg on the Gulf of Finland; 
while he dwelt there, the most holy 
Mother of God appeared to him, 
healing him of a grave malady. 
Afterwards he entered Valaam 
Monastery on Valiant Island in Lake 
Ladoga; he often withdrew into the 
wilderness to pray for days at a time. In 
1794, answering a call for missionaries 
to preach the Gospel to the Aleuts, he 
came to the New World with the first 
Orthodox mission to Alaska. He settled 
on Spruce Island, which he called New 
Valaam, and here he persevered, even 
in the face of many grievous afflictions 
mostly at the hands of his own 
countrymen in the loving service of God 



 

and of his neighbour. Besides his many 
toils for the sake of the Aleuts, he 
subdued his flesh with great asceticism, 
wearing chains, sleeping little, fasting 
and praying much. He brought many 
people to Christ by the example of his 
life, his teaching, and his kindness and 
sanctity, and was granted the grace of 
working miracles and of prophetic 
insight. Since he was not a priest, 
Angels descended at Theophany to 
bless the waters in the bay; Saint 
Herman used this holy water to heal 
the sick. Because of his unwearying 
missionary labours, which were 
crowned by God with the salvation of 
countless souls, he is called the 
Enlightener of the Aleuts, and has 
likewise been renowned as a 
wonderworker since his repose in 1837. 

*** 
St. Eleutherius and his mother Anthia 

(Dec. 16th) 
    This Saint had Rome as his homeland. 
Having been orphaned of his father 
from childhood, he was taken by his 
mother Anthia to Anicetus, the Bishop 
of Rome (some call him Anencletus, or 
Anacletus), by whom he was instructed 
in the sacred letters (that is, the divine 
Scriptures). Though still very young in 
years, he was made Bishop of Illyricum 
by reason of his surpassing virtue, and 
by his teachings he converted many 
unbelievers to Christ. However, during 
a most harsh persecution that was 
raised against the Christians under 
Hadrian (reigned 117-138), the Saint 
was arrested by the tyrants. Enduring 
many torments for Christ, he was finally 

put to death by two soldiers about the 
year 126. As for his Christ-loving 
mother Anthia, while embracing the 
remains of her son and kissing them 
with maternal affection, she was also 
beheaded. 

*** 
St. Dionysios of Zakynthos(Dec. 17th) 

    Our father among the saints 
Dionysius of Zakynthos was born in 
1547 on the island of Zakynthos in the 
Ionian Sea. Before becoming a monk his 
name was Draganigos Sigouros. He was 
educated by priests and became fluent 
in Greek, Italian, and Latin. He excelled 
in theology, became a monk in 1568, 
received his first degree of ordination 
as a priest in 1570 as Daniel; he later 
became hieromonk of Zakynthos and 
Strofades. In 1577 he was raised to 
Archbishop of Aegina and Poros and 
after a year abdicated from this dignity 
and settled in Zakynthos as an abbot of 
a monastery. In December 17, 1622 he 
fell asleep in the Lord. He had asked to 
be buried in this monastery and his 
grave is still to be found in the chapel of 
St George; a dependent of the 
monastery. 
    It has been found that his body 
remains intact and emits a mixed 
fragrance of flowers and frankincense. 
Therefore he is venerated, and his 
sainthood has been proclaimed by the 
Patriarch of Constantinople. His feast 
day is celebrated on December 17, and 
on August 24, the Church celebrates 
the transfer of his holy relics. 
- From goarch.org and orthodoxwiki.org 



 

 
 

Liturgical Schedule for this week 
 

Wednesday 
December 16 

6:00 pm Paraklesis 

Saturday 
December 19 

10:00 am 
5:00 pm 

Divine Liturgy & Memorial 
Vespers 

Sunday 
December 20 

9:00 am 
10:00 am 

Matins 
Divine Liturgy – Ancestors of the Lord 

 

 
 

Announcements: 

 Happy birthday to Carol Porra (Dec. 14th), Michael Pitsillides (Dec. 

16th), and Thomas Richard Burren (Dec. 18th). 

 Nativity Fast: Please see the calendar for the fasting rules. 

 Bible Study Thursday at 7pm. Please contact Fr. John for the link. 

 School snack drive: Please bring individually-wrapped snacks for the 

local schools. 
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