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Troparion of the Feast: Tone 4 

Adorned in the blood of Your Martyrs 
throughout all the world as in purple and 
fine linen, Your Church, through them, does 
cry unto You, O Christ God, "Send down 
Your compassion upon Your people; grant 
peace to Your commonwealth, and great 
mercy to our souls. 

 

Kontakion of the Feast: Tone 4 

As first-fruits of our nature to the Planter 
of created things, the world presents the 
God-bearing martyred Saints in offering 
unto You, O Lord. Through their earnest 
entreaties, keep Your Church in deep peace 
and divine tranquility, through the pure 
Theotokos, O You Who are most merciful. 

 
Prokeimenon. Mode 4.  

Psalm 67.35,26 

God is wonderful among his saints. 

Verse: Bless God in the congregations. 

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the 

Hebrews 11:33-40; 12:1-2 

Brethren, all the saints through faith 
conquered kingdoms, enforced 
justice, received promises, stopped 
the mouths of lions, quenched raging 
fire, escaped the edge of the sword, 
won strength out of weakness, 
became mighty in war, put foreign 
armies to flight. Women received 
their dead by resurrection. Some 
were tortured, refusing to accept 
release, that they might rise again to 
a better life. Others suffered mocking 
and scourging, and even chains and 
imprisonment. They were stoned, 
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they were sawn in two, they were 
tempted, they were killed with the 
sword; they went about in skins of 
sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, 
ill-treated - of whom the world was 
not worthy - wandering over deserts 
and mountains and in dens and caves 
of the earth. And all these, though 
well attested by their faith, did not 
receive what was promised, since 
God had foreseen something better 
for us, that apart from us they should 
not be made perfect. Therefore, 
since we are surrounded by so great 
a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight, and sin which 
clings so closely, and let us run with 
perseverance the race that is set 
before us, looking to Jesus the 
pioneer and perfecter of our faith. 

 

The Gospel According to Matthew 10:32-
33; 37-38; 19:27-30 

 

The Lord said to his disciples, "Every 
one who acknowledges me before 
men, I also will acknowledge before 
my Father who is in heaven; but 
whoever denies me before men, I 
also will deny him before my Father 
who is in heaven. He who loves 

father or mother more than me is 
not worthy of me; and he who loves 
son or daughter more than me is not 
worthy of me; and he who does not 
take his cross and follow me is not 
worthy of me." Then Peter said in 
reply, "Lo, we have left everything 
and followed you. What then shall 
we have?" Jesus said to them, "Truly, 
I say to you, in the new world, when 
the Son of man shall sit on his 
glorious throne, you who have 
followed me will also sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel. And every one who has left 
houses or brothers or sisters or 
father or mother or children or lands, 
for my name's sake, will receive a 
hundredfold, and inherit eternal life. 
But many that are first will be last, 
and the last first." 

 

 

Quotes from the Saints 

How mistaken are those people who 
seek happiness outside of 
themselves, in foreign lands and 
journeys, in riches and glory, in great 
possessions and pleasures, in 
diversions and vain things, which 
have a bitter end! In the same thing 
to construct the tower of happiness 
outside of ourselves as it is to build a 
house in a place that is consistently 
shaken by earthquakes. Happiness is 



 

found within ourselves, and blessed 
is the man who has understood this. 
Happiness is a pure heart, for such a 
heart becomes the throne of God. 
Thus says Christ of those who have 
pure hearts: "I will visit them, and 
will walk in them, and I will be a God 
to them, and they will be my 
people." (II Cor. 6:16) What can be 
lacking to them? Nothing, nothing at 
all! For they have the greatest good 
in their hearts: God Himself! 

 (St. Nektarios of Aegina, Path to 
Happiness) 

*** 

As it is impossible to verbally 
describe the sweetness of honey to 
one who has never tasted honey, so 
the goodness of God cannot be 
clearly communicated by way of 
teaching if we ourselves are not able 
to penetrate into the goodness of the 
Lord by our own experience. 

 (St. Basil the Great, Conversations on 
the Psalms, 29) 

*** 

If a man has no worries about 
himself at all for the sake of love 
toward God and the working of good 
deeds, knowing that God is taking 
care of him, this is a true and wise 
hope. But if a man takes care of his 
own business and turns to God in 
prayer only when misfortunes come 

upon him which are beyond his 
power, and then he begins to hope in 
God, such a hope is vain and false. A 
true hope seeks only the Kingdom of 
God... the heart can have no peace 
until it obtains such a hope. This 
hope pacifies the heart and produces 
joy within it.  

(St. Seraphim of Sarov, Works, 4) 

*** 

Do not say, "this happened by 
chance, while this came to be of 
itself." In all that exists there is 
nothing disorderly, nothing 
indefinite, nothing without purpose, 
nothing by chance ... How many hairs 
are on your head? God will not forget 
one of them. Do you see how 
nothing, even the smallest thing, 
escapes the gaze of God? 

 (St. Basil the Great) 

*** 

The purpose of God's Providence is 
to unite, by means of right faith and 
spiritual love, people who have been 
separated by evil. To this end the 
Savior also suffered for us, "in order 
to gather together the children of 
God who were scattered." (John 
11:52) 

 (St. Maximus Confessor, Chapters of 
Love, 4.17) 



 

*** 

Falsehood - and only falsehood - 
separates us from God ... false 
thoughts, false words, false feelings, 
false desires - Behold the aggregate 
of lies that leads us to non-being, 
illusion, and rejection of God. 

 (St. Nicholas of Serbia, Thoughts on 
Good and Evil) 

*** 

Only one who guards himself from all 
sin can have sincere and fervent 
faith. Faith is only preserved in the 
presence of good morals. 

 (St. Nikon of Optina)

 

 
 

Liturgical Schedule 
 

Wednesday 
June, 14 

6:00pm 
 

Paraklesis of Theotokos 
 

Saturday 
June, 17 

8:30am 
6:00pm 

Divine Liturgy  
Vespers  

Sunday 
June, 18 

8:30am 
9:30am 

Matins 
Divine Liturgy  

 
Announcements: 

 June 11 -  St. Peter and Paul (Apostles) Fast Begins – No dairy, 

eggs or meat are allowed. Saturday and Sunday during this fast 

period fish is allowed 

 Confession and House Blessing upon request 
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